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has  lent  distinction  to  the  name  of 

H.  R.  HARMER 


The  greatest  asset  of  our  organization,  and  one  that  never 
shows  on  the  balance  sheet,  is  the  respect  and  confidence  of 
the  philatelic  world. 

Built  up  year  by  year  for  more  than  half-a-century,  this  price- 
less asset  has  been  earned  by  the  skill,  efficiency  and  service 
that  have  been  applied  at  all  times  to  the  successful  selling 
of  fine  stamp  collections. 

Little  is  harder  than  to  satisfy  both  buyer  and  seller,  yet  the 
continual  flow  of  letters  from  each,  expressing  complete 
satisfaction,  shows  that  by  honesty  of  effort  and  by  fairness 
at  all  times,  we  have  been  able  to  accomplish  this  difficult 
task. 

Whether  your  interest  lies  therefore  in  the  buying  or  selling 
of  fine  stamps,  you  may  rest  assured  that  satisfaction  will  be 
yours  if  you  utilize  the 

H.  R.  Harmer  Organization 

of  New  York,  London  and  Sydney 

Your  enquiry  will  receive  the  personal  attention  of  a Director. 

H.  R.  HARMER,  Inc. 

The  “Great  Name”  Auctioneers 

32  East  57th  Street,  New  York  22,  N,  Y, 
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Our  Society  has  completed  its  first  decade  and  we  can  look  back  over  its  past  with 
much  satisfaction.  Also  we  can  feel  proud  in  having  a society  so  highly  respected.  Since 
its  beginning,  it  has  stimulated  a volume  of  research  and  study  which  never  before  existed. 
Of  importance,  is  that  this  new  information  is  available  to  every  one  seeking  its  enjoyment. 
The  collecting  of  Essays  and  Proofs  has  emerged  from  being  a side  line  of  Philately  to  a 
position  of  pre-eminence.  Words  alone  will  not  pay  our  debt  to  those,  whose  untiring 
efforts  have  made  this  possible.  Our  appreciation  can  best  be  given  by  a continued  support 

of  the  Society.  _ . 

The  Journal,  which  is  the  main  expression  of  our  accomplishments,  has  never  devi- 
ated from  the  high  standard  that  marked  its  beginning.  As  always,  guided  by  excellent 
editorship,  its  future  is  assured.  But  to  broaden  the  scope  of  our  knowledge  new  sources 
of  information  are  necessary. 

One  objective  of  the  society  has  always  been  to  encourage  its  members  to  write  and 
send  to  the  Journal  articles  for  publication.  Also,  more  of  us  should  exhibit  and  thereby 
spread  the  knowledge  of  Essays  and  Proofs.  The  growth  of  our  Society  depends  on  a 
continued  and  expanding  dissemination  of  information. 

An  editorial  fund  was  established  about  two  and  one-half  years  ago  to  help  pay  the 
expense  of  the  Journal  publication  and  the  fees  of  the  editor.  An  appeal  was  made  for 
contributions  which  was  met  with  a most  generous  response.  This  fund  has  been  reduced 
to  less  than  $300  and  there  is  no  doubt  that  those  who  have  so  generously  contributed  in 
the  past  will  again  come  forth.  However,  the  burden  can  be  lessened  by  additional  gifts, 
regardless  of  the  amount,  sent  to  the  Chairman  of  the  Finance  Committee. 

I feel  greatly  honored  by  being  elected  as  President  of  the  Society  and  will  endeavor 

to  serve  you  to  the  best  of  my  ability. 

In  my  mind,  and  the  minds  of  those  officers  serving  with  me,  are  these  two  thoughts; 
What  more  can  we  do  for  the  present  members  and  what  can  we  do  to  encourage  others 
to  join  us?  While  we  may  have  some  of  the  answers,  let  us  have  suggestions. 

Henry  Gates 


Complaints  are  heard  that  we  do  not  publish  enough  articles  about  this  subject,  or 
that.  Again  we  call  upon  our  members  to  supply  the  deficiency.  We  welcome  and  will 
be  happy  to  publish  long  or  short  articles  on  any  subject  which  may  be  of  interest  to  our 
readers.  If  you  write  the  article  it  follows  that  as  a reader-member  of  EPS  you  are 
interested  and  so  will  others  be.  (A  split  infinitive,  or  split  something,  if  I ever  saw  one!) 
Everyone  can  write.  And  the  very  best  writing  is  from  someone  who  writes  about  that 
which  is  closest  to  his  heart.  Have  courage  in  the  thought  that  even  the  most  erudite 
do  not  know  everything.  Believe  us  the  greatest  student  is,  as  the  words  imply,  a 
“student”.  He  is  eager  to  learn  and  the  pages  of  our  Journal  are  expressly  to  serve 
that  purpose.  Ours  is  a cooperative  effort  in  search  of  knowledge.  You  undoubtedly  have 
some  knowledge  about  something  others  would  be  interested  in  knowing.  Will  you  not 
share  that  knowledge  with  your  fellow  members?  PHT 


Again,  and  Again,  and  Again 

We  repeat  our  annoying  question:  “Did  you  get  a new  member  for  E.  P.  S.?” 
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Marcus  Wickliffe  Baldwin 
Bank  Note  Engraver 

By  Thomas  F.  Morris 

(Continued  from  Journal  No.  39,  page  158.) 


Members  of  Engraving  Division,  Bureau  of  Engraving  & Printing,  about  1900-02 

First  Work  om  U,  S»  Stamps  — Tlie  ‘‘Oiiialia^’  Issue 

During  the  more  than  twenty-eight  years  that  Marcus  Baldwin  had  then  been  a 
portrait  and  picture  engraver,  the  opportunity  had  never  been  presented  to  engrave  a sub- 
ject for  a U.  S.  adhesive  postage  stamp.  He  was  a mere  apprentice  when  the  National 
received  the  contract  for  the  1870  issue,  and  heyond  that  date  the  stamp  work  for  the 
Post  Office  Department  was  awarded  to  other  New  York  companies.  Certain  of  the 
portraits  and  picture  work  used  on  U.  S.  Revenues  produced  by  the  National  during  the 
seventies,  however,  are  credited  to  Baldwin,  and  at  least  one  design  for  Argentina,  and 
the  Salvador  1894  issue  previously  mentioned. 

From  the  Government’s  first  issue  in  1847  the  engraver  felt  it  a rare  privilege  and 
an  honor  to  be  called  upon  to  work  on  some  part  of  a U.  S.  postage  stamp.  This  is 
attested  to  by  the  painstaking  work  which  these  and  other  engravers  carried  out  in  mount- 
ing proof  specimens  of  stamp  issues  in  highly  decorated  bound  volumes.  It  was  so  with 
Marcus  Baldwin  when  he  was  selected  by  John  Hill,  Chief  of  the  Engraving  Division  of 
the  Bureau,  to  engrave  certain  vignettes  on  the  forthcoming  “Omaha”  issue  in  the 
wfinter  of  1898,  better  known  as  “The  Trans-Mississippi  Issue  of  1898,”  to  commem- 
orate the  Trans-Mississippi  and  International  Exhibition  held  in  Omaha  beginning  in 
June  of  that  year.  It  was  a great  thrill  to  be  a part  of  the  team  of  three.  Geo.  F.  C. 
Smillie,  Robert  Ponickau  and  himself,  to  engrave  such  an  important  issue  with  such 
interesting  subjects  and  scenes. 
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Records  kept  by  old-time  engravers  on  the  engraving  of  our  postage  stamps  similar 
to  those  recorded  below  undoubtedly  survive;  but  this  is  the  first  time  in  the  history  of 
philately  that  a complete  recording  of  the  engraver’s  work  on  certain  19th  Century  U.  S. 
postage  stamps  has  been  placed  in  print.  It  is  of  great  interest  to  learn  the  hours  spent 
in  developing  a piece  of  line  engraving  and/or  etching  certain  vignettes  of  the  “Omaha 
issue.  What  is  related  below  throws  new  light  on  details  previously  unknown  concerning 
the  first  design  considered  for  the  4c  value.  There  is  knowledge  of  the  design,  but  its 
purpose  and  the  name  of  the  engraver  of  this  essay  “Indian  on  Horse”  have  remained  a 
mystery.  Douglas  S.  Ronaldson  is  the  accredited  engraver  of  the  lettering  and  the  frame 
work  for  the  series  (and  so  reported  by  all  writers).  Ronaldson  having  done  this  part 
of  the  work,  it  was  assumed  that  he  also  engraved  the  corn  and  wheat  ornaments  in- 
corporated in  the  frame  design.  The  recorded  writings  of  Baldwin  tell  a different  story. 

Marcus  Baldwin’s  engraved  work  for  this  issue  was  done  in  the  following  order: 

“Indian  on  Horse,”  essay  for  4c  value. 

“Farming  in  the  West,”  intended  for  $2  value  but  used  for  2C. 

Corn  and  wheat  ornaments,  for  all  values. 

“Western  Cattle  in  Storm,”  for  $i  value. 

“Hardships  of  Emigration,”  for  loc  value. 

“Fremont  on  Rocky  Mountains,”  intended  for  8c  value  but  used  for  5^* 

“Mississippi  River  Bridge,”  intended  for  2c  value  but  used  for  $2. 

In  the  writer’s  opinion,  it  should  be  of  interest  to  the  collector  to  have  some  intimate 
knowledge  of  the  engraver’s  work,  the  P.  O.  die  number,  the  starting  and  progress  dates, 
the  time  taken  in  engraving  each  subject,  and  the  changes  made  later  by  the  P.  O. 
Department  in  shifting  the  designs  to  values  other  than  those  which  were  originally 
planned.  It  is  for  this  reason  only  that  additional  space  is  taken  in  listing  such  of  the 
work  that  Marcus  Baldwin  was  responsible  in  executing.  In  doing  this,  entries  in  his 
diary  pertaining  to  each  vignette  of  the  series  have  been  extracted  and  arranged  in  chrono- 
logical order. 


“Indian  on  Horse” 

Essay  for  4c  Value  of  Omaha  Issue 


"Indian  on  Horse/’  Essay  for  4c  value.  Replaced  by  "Indian  Hunting  Buffalo”  engraved 
by  Geo.  F.  C.  Smillie. 

Feb.  5 — P.  O.  [Die]  255. 

At  work  at  tracing  of  Indian  on  horse  for  4 cent  U.  S.  Postage  for  the  Omaha  Exposition  celebration, 
Feb.  7 — At  work  all  day  at  Indian  on  4 cent  stamp,  U.  S.  postage. 

Feb.  8 — Worked  all  day  on  4 cent  stamp. 

Feb.  9 — At  work  at  4 cent  stamp  all  day. 

Feb.  10 — At  work  all  day  at  the  4 cent  U.  S.  postage  stamp. 

Feb.  II — At  work  Yz  day  on  the  4 cent  postage  stamp. 
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Unfinished  Vignette  Proof  of  Completed  Stamp 

“Farming  in  tlie  West’’ — Originally  Intended  for  $2  Stamp 


Farming  in  the  Wesf' — $2.  Design  originally  intended  for  this  value,  but  later  substi- 
tuted for  2c. 

Feb.  II — P.  O.  [Die]  257. 

In  the  afternoon  at  a tracing  for  the  $2.00  postage  stamp. 

kV  f tracing  pictures  for  reduction  for  the  U.  S.  postage  stamps.  [He 

probably  had  all  the  designs  of  the  issue  in  hand  and  worked  on  a few  of  them  on  these  two  days.] 

Feb.  15  At  work  all  morning  tracing  North  Dakota  farm  scene  for  $2.00  P.  O.  stamp.  All  the 
afternoon  etching  same. 

Feb.  16  At  work  all  day  at  $2.00  Omaha  Postage  stamp  etching. 

Feb.  17  All  day  etching  postage  stamp;  bit  same  out  this  afternoon. 

Feb.  18  At  work  on  $2.00  Omaha  P.  O.  stamp. 

Feb.  24 — At  work  on  $2.00  P.  O.  Stamp  all  day. 

Feb.  25 — At  work  all  day  on  $2.00  P.  O.  Stamp. 

Feb.  26  At  work  at  P.  O.  $2.00  Stamp  all  the  morning. 

Feb.  28 — At  work  all  day  at  the  P.  O.  Stamp  $2.00. 

Mar.  2 — At  work  at  farm  scene  for  $2.00  in  the  morning. 

Mar.  4 — At  work  Yz  day  on  $2.00. 

Apr.  9 — At  work  on  257  part  of  day,  retouching. 

May  12  At  work  on  2 cts.  stamp  "Farming  in  the  West”,  retouching  transfer. 

May  13 — At  transfer  2 cts.  stamp  retouching  die. 

[The  last  two  entries  deal  with  the  work  following  the  transfer  of  both  vignette  and  border  to  the 

stamp  die,  and  following  the  decision  of  the  Post  Office  Department  to  use  the  "Farming  in  the  West” 

design  for  the  2c  value.] 

May  23 — Retouching  2 cents — 2nd  die. 

May  24  At  2nd  transferred  die  of  2 cts.  stamp,  retouching  "Farming  in  the  West”. 

[Following  the  retouching  work  on  the  original  stamp  die,  the  Bureau  must  have  made  a laydown  of 
a second  die  as  indicated  above.  The  May  24  entry  records  Baldwin’s  final  work  on  the  Omaha 
issue.] 

Corn  and  Wheat  Ornaments 
Feb.  19 — P.  O.  [Die]  256. 

At  work  at  the  border  of  Omaha  Stamp,  engraving  Corn  and  Wheat  for  ornament,  until  2 ;oo  o’clock, 
and  then  started  for  Newark  to  stay  until  the  22nd.  Went  on  the  B.  & O.  R.  R. 

Feb.  23 — At  work  at  the  stamp  border  all  day. 

Mar.  I — At  work  at  the  Border  for  postage  stamp  all  day. 

Mar.  II — 2 hours  at  the  stamp  border. 
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Proof  of  Completed  Stamp 


Initial  Etehiiij;  of  Vij»nette 


estern  Cattle  in  Storrn” — $i. 

Feb.  26 — P.  O.  [Die]  260. 

Afternoon  at  vignette  of  “Cattle  in  Storm”  for  P.  O.  stamp. 

Mar.  2 — At  work  at  the  cattle  vignette  in  the  afternoon. 

Mar.  3 — At  work  all  day  at  cattle  vignette;  bit  it  out  this  afternoon. 

Mar.  4 — y^,  day  at  No.  260 — $1.00  P.  O.  stamp. 

Mar.  5 — Yz  day  on  P.  O.  $1.00  cattle. 

Mar.  7 — Yz  day  at  P.  O.  260. 

Mar.  8 — Y2  day  at  260  P.  O. 

Mar.  15 — Y^  day  on  260. 

Mar.  29 — At  work  at  “Cattle  in  Storm”  this  afternoon  $1.00. 

Apr.  4 — 14  day  at  $1.00  P.  O. 

May  20 — P.  O.  [Die]  285. 

At  work  all  day  at  $1.00  postage  stamp — retouching  cattle. 

[This  was  the  final  work  on  the  stamp  die  following  the  transfer  of  vignette  and  border  engraved 
separately.] 


‘Cattle  in  Storm”.  An  Etching  by  C.  O.  Murray  after  a Painting  by  MacWhirter. 
From  a Pboto^apb  used  by  Baldwin  in  engraving  tbe  $1  Stamp  Vignette. 
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Proof  of  Completed  Stamp 


Unfinished  Vignette 


"Hardships  of  Emigration” — loc. 

Mar.  7 — P.  O.  [Die]  262. 

day  at  10  cts.  “Hardships  of  Emigration”. 

Mar.  8 — day  at  “Hardships  of  Emigration”. 

Mar.  9 — At  work  at  “Hardships  of  Emigration”  for  stamp  10  cts. 

Mar.  10 — At  work  all  day  at  262. 

Mar.  II — 6 hours  at  262  postage. 

Mar.  15 — Yz  day  on  P.  O.  262. 

Mar.  16 — All  day  at  262. 

Mar.  18 — All  day  at  262. 

Mar.  19 — Yz  day  at  262. 

Apr.  9 — At  work  262  part  of  day  retouching. 

May  19 — All  day  at  10  cts.  postage  retouching  vignette.  [This  work  was  done  following  the  transfer 
of  the  two  pieces  (separate  dies),  vignette  and  border,  to  the  stamp  die.] 


Unfinished  Vignette 


Proof  of  Completed  Stamp 


"Fremont  on  Rocky  Mountains” — Sc.  Design  originally  intended  for  this  value,  but  later 
substituted  for  5c. 

Mar.  12 — P.  O.  [Die]  270. 

All  day  at  work  at  P.  O.  8 cts. 

Mar.  14 — At  work  all  day  on  8 cets.  P.  O.  Stamp. 

Mar.  16 — All  day  on  270. 

Mar.  17 — All  day  preparing  to  engrave  8 cts  P.  O.  stamp. 

Mar.  2f — All  day  working  at  8 cts.  stamp. 

Mar.  22 — AH  day  at  8 cts.  P.  O.  stamp. 

Mar.  23 — At  the  8 cts.  P.  O.  stamp  all  day. 

Mar.  24 — All  day  at  8 cts.  stamp  P.  0. 
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Mar.  25 — All  day  at  8 cts.  stamp. 

Mar.  26 — At  work  all  day  at  the  8 cts.  stamp. 

Mar.  28 — In  the  morning  at  270. 

May  II — P.  O.  [Die]  281. 

Retouching  transfer  of  “Fremont  at  Pike’s  Peak”  5 cts.  stamp. 

May  17 — Worked  at  the  5 cts.  Postage  die  this  afternoon. 

May  18 — At  work  all  day  at  (281)  5 cts.  postage  retouching  die. 

[By  this  date  it  had  been  decided  that  the  Fremont  design  was  to  be  the  5c  value.  This  retouching 
was  done  following  the  transfer  of  the  2 dies — vignette  and  border — which  were  separately  engraved.] 


Third  Stage  of  Etching 

Mississippi  River  Bridge'' — 2c.  Design  originally  intended  for  this  value,  but  later 

substituted  for  $2. 

Mar.  28 — P.  O.  [Die]  272. 

At  tracing  of  2 cts.  stamp  the  St.  Louis  Bridge  all  this  afternoon. 

Mar.  29 — Finished  St.  Louis  Bridge  tracing  for  2 cts.  P.  O.  this  A.  M. 

Mar.  30 — All  day  at  2 cts.  P.  O.  stamp  City  of  St.  Louis  Bridge. 

Mar.  31 — All  day  at  2 cts.  postage. 

Apr.  I — All  day  etching  2 cts.  P.  O. 

Apr.  2 — All  day  working  at  2 cts.  postage  stamp. 

Apr.  4 — At  work  at  2 cts.  P.  O. 

Apr.  5 — At  work  at  2 cts.  P.  O.  all  day. 

Apr.  6 — At  work  all  day  at  2 cts.  P.  O.  stamp — St.  Louis  Bridge. 

Apr.  7 — At  work  all  day  at  2 cts.  P.  O. — St.  Louis  Bridge. 

Apr.  14 — All  the  afternoon  at  transfer  of  $2.00  stamp  border — retouching. 

May  21 — At  work  all  day  at  $2.00  postage  stamp  retouching  St.  Louis  Bridge. 

[This  operation  followed  the  transfer  of  the  vignette  and  border  to  the  final  stamp  die,  and  the  Post 
Office  Department’s  decision  to  use  the  St.  Louis  Bridge  design  on  the  $2  value.] 

M arquette  on  the  Mississippi" — ic. 

May  15 — At  work  all  the  morning  on  i cent  postage  stamp  retouching. 

May  16 — At  work  all  the  morning  at  i cent. 

^'Indian  Hunting  Buffalo" — 4c. 

May  15 — P.  O.  [Die]  280. 

In  the  afternoon  on  the  4 cts.  stamp  retouching. 

May  16 — In  the  afternoon  at  4 cts.  stamp  280. 

May  17 — Finished  retouching  die  of  4 cts.  postage  this  morning. 

[Geo.  F.  C.  Smillie  engraved  the  vignettes  of  the  ic  and  4c  values.  Following  the  transfers  of 
vignette  and  frame  to  the  stamp  die  in  each  instance,  Baldwin  was  called  upon  to  retouch  the  two 
stamp  dies  to  a finished  state  for  transfers  to  the  plates  of  each  value.] 


Proof  of  Completed  Stamp 
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"Troops  Guarding  Train” — 8c. 

May  23 — At  work  at  8 cts.  stamp  “Troops  Guarding  Train”. 

[Robert  Ponickau  was  the  engraver  of  the  vignette;  following  the  transfer  of  the  vignette  to  the  stamp 

die,  Baldwin  retouched  parts  of  the  new  die  to  a finished  state.] 

With  but  few  interruptions  Baldwin  devoted  all  his  time  from  February  5th  to  April 
9th  (1898)  etching  and/or  engraving  the  above  five  values  of  the  “Omaha”  issue,  in  addi- 
tion to  the  4c  essay  and  the  ornamental  work. 

Tlie  Bicycle  Craze  of  tlie  1890^s 

The  “bicycle  craze”  in  the  middle  nineties  brought  about  a demand  for  better  roads, 
and  with  it  the  urge  for  the  rider  to  visit  sections  of  the  country  previously  not  seen. 
Weekend  tours  were  undertaken  by  all  classes  regardless  of  age.  Hundreds  of  bicycles 
were  seen  on  the  streets  of  a city  and  on  country  roads  during  the  weekends.  Following 
the  winter  months,  one  would  witness  in  Washington  more  persons  using  this  mode  of 
travel  to  and  from  work  than  in  any  other  city.  On  an  evening  in  summer  a steady 
stream  of  riders  was  seen  pedaling  their  way  north  and  south  on  the  main  thoroughfares. 
Connecticut  Avenue  was  one  of  the  main  arteries  of  travel  and  a beehive  of  activity.  It 
was  indeed  quite  a spectacle  to  view  the  procession  as  it  rounded  Dupont  Circle  and  in 
the  darkness  of  the  night  see  the  lights  of  bicycles  going  in  both  directions. 

Marcus  Baldwin,  similarly,  enjoyed  his  bicycle,  and  it  was  quite  a bright  day  in  his 
life  to  ride  to  work  for  the  first  time  following  the  melting  of  the  snows.  He  joined  a 
bicycle  club  and  spent  many  pleasant  hours  with  its  members  and  his  intimate  friends, 
making  runs  as  far  as  Harpers  Ferry,  or  attending  a church  service  far  into  the  country. 
On  many  of  these  weekend  jaunts  he  would  take  with  him  either  his  paint  box  or  camera, 
for  he  was  also  keenly  interested  in  photography.  Hundreds  of  negatives  were  found 
among  his  effects,  scenes  recorded  in  and  around  Washington,  and  taken  during  his 
visits  later  in  life  to  England,  the  countries  of  Europe,  the  Holy  Land  and  the  Pyramids 
of  Egypt. 

Whenever  Baldwin  took  an  interest  in  some  outside  activity  he  would  put  everything 
he  had  into  it.  His  interest  in  photography  continued  beyond  the  first  stage  of  taking 
pictures;  he  desired  to  carry  it  through  to  the  final  stage  of  development.  In  his  home  he 
installed  a darkroom  and  all  the  necessary  appurtenances,  and  from  then  on  he  was  on 
his  own.  When  called  upon  by  Bureau  officials  he  used  his  camera  for  subjects  later  to 
be  incorporated  in  a design  for  a bank  note  or  Government  document,  such  as  some  alle- 
gorical figure  of  pleasing  design  from  one  of  the  many  monuments  in  the  capital  city;  and 
often  he  was  given  the  authorization  to  engrave  the  subject. 

He  was  not  lacking  in  courage  when  called  upon  by  Mr.  Hill  to  render  a wash 
drawing  of  an  allegorical  figure.  At  first  he  found  this  role  difficult.  Twenty-seven 
years  had  passed  since  his  art  training  at  the  Academy  of  Design  and  during  the  inter- 
vening years  he  had  spent  little  time  in  drawing  the  human  figure.  At  forty-five  years  of 
age  he  entered  the  evening  life  class  of  the  Corcoran  Art  School  and  spent  several 
months  during  the  years  1898  and  1899  in  the  study  of  anatomy  and  in  drawing  from  life. 
Some  of  these  studies  have  been  preserved.  This  brush-up  course  assisted  him  in  no 
small  degree,  as  shown  in  his  later  engraving  work  of  allegorical  figures. 

Work  Due  to  Spamisli^Aitiiericaii  War 

The  war  with  Spain  placed  a heavy  burden  upon  all  departments  of  tbe  Bureau, 
especially  the  engraving  division.  Most  of  the  engraving  personnel,  including  Baldwin, 
were  busy  w'orking  on  different  parts  of  dies  for  the  war  bonds,  and  on  restoring  revenue 
stamp  dies. 

Before  the  advent  of  war  the  Treasury  Department  decided  upon  new  designs  for  a 
series  of  Silver  Certificates  to  replace  the  1896  series,  but  the  work  was  laid  aside  for 
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more  important  war  work.  It  was  not  until  the  fall  of  that  year  that  the  die  of  the  $i 
value  was  put  in  Baldwin’s  hands  to  finish.  Presumably  the  department  had  difficulty  in 
finding  a proper  design  of  eagle  to  embellish  the  face  of  the  $i  Silver  Certificate.  To 
locate  a suitable  eagle  he  visited  the  Smithsonian  Institution  and  later  on  a trip  to  New 
York  he  called  upon  the  curator  of  the  American  Museum  of  Natural  History.  He 
evidently  found  what  was  needed,  for  on  November  9th  he  was  at  work  “preparing  to 
engrave  an  eagle”,  following  his  making  a drawing  of  it.  The  wreath  surrounding  the 
heads  of  Lincoln  and  Grant,  as  well  as  certain  ornamental  work  on  the  reverse,  was 

executed  by  Baldwin.  Other  work  of  his  in  1898  was  a large  engraving  of  the  battle- 

ship “Maine”  from  which  the  revenue  stamp  was  fashioned,  a portrait  of  Secretary  of 
War  Alger,  and  a small  head  of  Hostetter  for  a revenue  stamp. 

Baldwin  discloses  that  early  in  January,  1899,  he  began  engraving  the  “Charles 
Marchand”  portrait  for  the  4j^c  Proprietary  Revenue  stamp,  after  Ostrander  Smith’s 
design,  and  he  spent  about  eight  and  a half  days  cutting  the  portrait. 

It  is  unlikely  that  this  engraver  ever  believed  that  the  intimate  happenings  in  his  life 
as  recorded  by  himself  would  be  read  by  any  one  other  than  his  kinsfolk,  for  such  were 
written  in  privacy.  To  again  illustrate  the  stature  and  character  of  this  man  there  is 
quoted  below  an  item  found  on  the  occasion  of  his  birthday  (March  31,  1899),  which 
has  a greater  meaning  than  any  words  a biographer  could  possibly  place  upon  it: 

My  birthday.  Forty  six  years.  He  has  kept  and  blessed  me  and  my  dear  Father  and  Mother.  May 

the  coming  days  that  are  given  me  be  used  in  his  service  and  to  help  others. 

Certainly  one  can  attest  to  his  desire  to  measure  up  to  what  he  had  written  when 
one  finds  his  acts  of  charity  recorded  this  same  year: 

Went  to  inquire  about  poor  families.  Mr.  Cooper,  a grocer  on  15th  Street,  told  me  about  a family 
in  need  of  coal  and  food  with  a child  dead  in  the  house. 

Went  this  afternoon  with  Miss  Clara  Young  to  supply  some  poor  families  with  turkies  and  provisions 
for  Thanksgiving  dinners.  We  took  provisions  to  six  families. 

The  occurrence  of  any  unusual  event  in  Washington  was  generally  noted  in  Bald- 
win’s diaries.  One  can  hardly  think  of  that  city  being  completely  paralyzed  because  of  the 
weather  elements;  nevertheless  it  did  take  place  and  I shall  relate  what  he  writes  (1899): 

February  7 — Snowed  again  today. 

February  12 — Snowed  all  day  today. 

February  13 — Snow  storm  continued.  Walked  to  Bureau  this  morning  and  home  at  night.  Mr.  Johnson 
sent  the  employees  home  at  2 :oo  o’clock  on  account  of  storm,  and  so  many  being  absent. 

February  14 — All  day  at  home.  Bureau  closed.  Trains  running  to  and  from  Washington  are  all 
blocked  by  the  snow  storm  and  traffic  stopped.  It  is  the  worst  storm  Washington  folks  can  remember. 
The  thermometer  on  Saturday  went  down  to  15  deg.  below  zero. 

1899  Ciilba  Stamps 

The  signing  of  the  Peace  Treaty  with  Spain  brought  Cuba  under  our  protection. 
Our  Government  decreed  that  a new  series  of  stamps  for  Cuba  be  prepared  for  use  by 
the  Islanders.  The  designs  were  to  depict  scenes  within  that  country,  for  ic,  2C,  3c,  5c 
and  IOC  values;  and  there  was  to  be  one  for  Special  Delivery  use.  It  had  never  previously 
happened  and  probably  will  never  happen  again  that  one  Bureau  engraver  was  assigned 
exclusively  to  engrave  the  vignettes  for  all  values  of  a given  issue,  including  a Special 
Delivery.  On  April  24,  1899,  Baldwin  began  work  on  the  5c  value,  and  the  balance  of  the 
series  was  carried  out  in  the  following  order:  ic,  3c,  2c,  loc.  Special  Delivery. 

5c,  P.  O.  Die  287,  started  April  24th.  Last  day  May  3rd.  days  to  complete. 

IC,  P.  O.  Die  288,  started  May  3rd.  Last  day  May  i8th.  3j4  days  to  complete. 

3c,  P.  O.  Die  289,  started  May  8th.  Last  day  May  17th.  4^^  days  to  complete. 

2c,  P.  O.  Die  290,  started  May  13th.  Last  day  May  i6th.  2^4  days  to  complete. 
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Cuba  229P — 1899 
Issued  under  U.  S.  Military  Rule 


Cuba  SD2E — 1899 
Vignette  Unfinished 


IOC,  P.  O.  Die  291,  started  May  13th.  Last  day  May  27th.  3 days  to  complete. 

IOC  Special  Delivery,  P.  O.  Die  292,  started  June  i6th.  Last  day  July  3rd.  10  days 
to  complete. 

There  is  no  ready  answer  to  be  given  why  the  engraver  alternated  his  work  from 
one  value  die  to  another  during  the  process  of  etching  and  cutting  the  several  vignettes. 
The  answer  may  lie  in  the  fact  that  the  head  of  the  department  wished  the  work  to 
progress  faster  and  put  each  unfinished  die  in  the  hands  of  the  frame  and/or  letter  man 
before  additional  work  was  put  on  the  die  by  the  vignette  engraver. 


Celebratioia  of  Admiral  IDewey’s  Victory 

The  destruction  of  the  Spanish  fleet  at  the  battle  of  Manila  Bay  without  the  loss  of 
a single  American  sailor  brought  acclaim  to  Admiral  Dewey  and  the  men  under  him. 
Victory  celebrations  took  place  all  over  the  nation,  and  in  no  city  was  the  event  more 
appropriately  celebrated  than  in  Washington.  Patriotism  and  love  of  country  were  never 
more  pronounced  than  as  exhibited  by  Marcus  Baldwin.  He  could  not  resist  attending 
an  affair  signalizing  an  event  of  national  importance,  or  a local  event  for  that  matter, 
and  he  usually  could  be  found  with  his  camera  slung  over  his  shoulder  photographing  the 
event.  He  and  his  cousin  Charles  Chalmers  were  present  to  witness  one  of  the  most 
fabulous  fireworks  displays  to  be  given  up  to  that  time  in  Washington  in  celebration  of 
the  Dewey  victory.  He  writes  an  account  of  it  on  May  23rd:  “Went  to  see  the  fireworks 
this  evening  with  Charles.  The  representation  of  the  Battle  of  Manila  Bay  was  given 
on  the  Monument  Grounds  with  spectacular  scenery  and  fireworks.”  When  Admiral 
Dewey  came  to  Washington  the  city  was  wild  with  excitement,  the  buildings  bedecked 
with  flags  and  bunting,  a great  parade  was  staged  in  his  honor  and  a holiday  w’as  de- 
clared. Again  there  is  found  a note  under  date  of  October  3rd:  “A  holiday  in  honor  of 
Admiral  Dewey.  Went  to  the  Capitol  with  Charles  and  saw  the  sword  presented  to  the 
Admiral  and  took  some  snapshots.” 
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Baldwin’s  appointment  in  1898  as  a “portrait  engraver”  was  a most  satisfactory 
assignment,  for  it  gave  him  an  opportunity  of  creating  on  steel  portraits  of  national  figures 
later  to  be  used  on  bank  notes  and  stamps.  Besides  his  love  for  engraving,  it  was  most 
interesting  and  fascinating  to  be  in  a position  to  create  these  things;  a thrill  indeed  to  see 
the  fruits  of  his  labor  in  the  finished  form  in  the  hands  of  the  public  and  to  realize  that 
he  had  taken  an  important  part  in  its  production. 

During  the  year  1899  he  also  worked  on  three  large  portraits  of  John  Hay,  Secre- 
tary of  State,  John  W.  Griggs,  Attorney  General,  and  William  R.  Day,  who  preceded 
John  Hay  as  Secretary  of  State,  as  well  as  small  portrait  vignettes  of  Lincoln,  Seward 
and  Fessenden  for  revenue  stamps,  including,  as  he  puts  it,  “Pink  Pills  for  Pale  People 
Stamp”. 

We  also  find  that  on  November  i6th  of  that  year  he  spent  “a  half  day  at  the 
National  Museum  to  have  Indian  head  dress  photographed  for  Mr.  Smillie  for  $5.00 
Silver  Certificate  vignette”,  and  on  the  following  day,  “Went  again  in  afternoon  to  take 
another  photograph  of  Indian  head  dress.”  This  was  later  incorporated  in  the  portrait 
of  Chief  “O-ne-pa-pa”  (Running  Antelope)  for  the  $5  Silver  Certificate  issued  in  1899. 


IBisom  for  U.  S.  1901  $10  Note 


In  1901  a $10  Legal  Tender  note  of  a new  design  was  authorized  by  the  Treasury 
Department,  to  commemorate  the  One  Hundredth  Anniversary  of  Lewis  and  Clark’s 
exploration  of  the  West.  Portraits  of  the  two  explorers  were  required  to  embellish  the 
note,  including  a picture  of  an  American  bison.  Ostrander  Smith  prepared  a pleasing 
design  incorporating  the  three  features  above,  but  strangely  enough,  when  it  came  to 
locate  a suitable  picture  of  an  American  bison  for  the  center  design  of  the  note,  none  could 
be  found  in  any  department  of  the  Government.  Thereupon  Mr.  Hill  requested  Baldwin 
to  hasten  to  the  Washington  Zoo  and  make  a drawing  of  one  of  the  animals. 

Executing  a drawing  from  life  of  any  type  of  animal  is  a difficult  task  and  can  only  be 
carried  out  successfully  by  a person  of  long  experience  in  that  line.  Baldwin  left  the 
Bureau  with  great  timidity,  and  after  entering  upon  his  assigned  mission  he  discovered 
it  extremely  difficult  to  catch  the  position  of  a live  beast  holding  to  the  one  position.  He 
worked  on  his  drawing  for  an  hour  or  so  with  little  success.  A passerby  noticed  that  he 
was  experiencing  great  difficulty  and  asked  if  he  might  be  of  service.  The  young  man 
took  Baldwin’s  pencil  and  pad  and  began  his  drawing  of  the  bison  in  a standing  position 
with  its  head  toward  the  ground,  and  within  a short  time  carried  the  drawing  through  to 
its  finished  state.  Baldwin  was  of  course  delighted  and  thanked  the  young  man  most 
profusely,  who,  when  asked  his  name,  introduced  himself  as  Charles  R.  Knight.  This 
young  artist  later  became  world  renowned  as  an  animal  painter,  winning  high  honors  and 
awards  for  his  paintings  in  many  countries.  (Mr.  Knight  died  in  New  York  on  April  15, 
1953,  in  his  78th  year.)  Baldwin  later  made  the  engraving  of  the  animal  that  is  found 
on  the  Legal  Tender  note.  He  did  disclose  to  his  superiors  that  the  work  that  day  at 
the  Zoo  was  carried  out  by  one  other  than  himself.  In  later  years,  on  his  periodical  trips 
to  New  York  he  would  take  occasion  to  drop  in  at  Mr.  Knight’s  studio  and  pay  his 
respects. 

The  first  really  great  sorrow  to  enter  Marcus  Baldwin’s  life  occurred  when  his 
father  passed  away  early  in  January,  1900.  He  was  concerned  with  his  father’s  condition 
when  he  returned  to  Washington  following  the  Christmas  holidays,  but  he  had  no  idea 
his  illness  was  of  a serious  nature.  This  first  break  in  his  immediate  home  circle  was 
indeed  a severe  blow.  The  realization  that  he  would  have  to  break  up  his  real  home  in 
Newark,  N.  J.,  where  over  the  years  his  parents  had  lavished  their  attention  and  devotion 
on  him,  was  a cross  to  bear.  He  felt  that  his  mother  should  be  with  him  where  he  could 
watch  over  her  and  attend  to  her  every  wish.  This  was  arranged,  and  except  for  periods 
in  the  summer  she  spent  at  Ocean  Grove,  she  remained  with  him  in  Washington  until  her 
death  a few  years  later. 
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Marcus  Baldwin’s  Parents 


Wickliffe  M.  Baldwin,  his  father,  was  a Transferer  for  Rawdon,  Wright,  Hatch  & Edson  and  for  the 
National  Bank  Note  Co.  The  portrait  of  his  mother  is  from  a pencil  sketch  made  by  Marcus. 

The  lack  of  any  written  word  of  Baldwin’s  during  tiie  next  two  years  can  probably 
be  attributed  to  the  deep  and  lasting  sorrow  he  experienced  following  his  father’s  passing. 
He  had  little  interest  in  outside  affairs  and  devoted  practically  every  hour  away  from 
business  for  the  next  two  years  to  his  mother  and  his  young  cousin,  Charles  M. 
Chalmers.  (This  young  man  in  April,  1903,  became  a vignette  engraver  on  the  engraving 
staff  at  the  Bureau  and  they  lived  together  until  Baldwin’s  death  in  1925.) 

(To  be  continued.) 


Franklin  R.  Bruns,  Jr.,  (EPS  116)  Associate  Curator,  Division  of  Philately,  Smith- 
sonian Institution,  forwards  some  extracts  of  the  annual  report  and  calls  our  attention  to 
the  following  bequests  to  the  Institution,  all  of  which  will  be  of  interest  to  our  membership; 

B.  H.  Homan  (EPS  64)  has  transferred  a group  of  Nesbitt  dies  prepared  for 
United  States  embossed  envelopes,  which  had  been  on  loan  to  the  Division  of  Philately, 
to  an  outright  gift  early  in  the  fiscal  year,  and  subsequently  presented  a 3-volume  collec- 
tion of  postal  fiscal  stamps  of  the  Austrian  monarchy,  including  Hungary  and  Lombardy- 
Venetia.  Two  of  the  Nesbitt  dies  mentioned  w^ere  illustrated  on  page  91  of  EPJ  No.  38. 

Jean  Van  Noten,  noted  designer,  presented  specimens  of  Belgian  and  United  Nations 
stamps  he  had  designed — notably  the  Belgian  Chevremont  Achel  issue  of  1948  and  the 
5-cent  United  Nations  commemorative  released  by  the  United  Nations  in  1952. 

Eugene  Costales  (EPS  52)  has  contributed  “the  outstanding  single  gift”  which  added 
many  thousands  of  desirable  reference  books  and  periodicals,  many  of  which  are  almost 
irreplaceable  today. 

Our  own  Essay  Proof  Society  is  mentioned  in  the  report  among  other  philatelic 
societies  as  having  filled  in  gaps  and  added  newer  material  to  the  Institution  archives. 

Mentioning  the  material  on  display  the  Institution  report  describes  exhibition  case 
No.  3 which  is  now  devoted  to  stamp  designing  and  stamp  production,  with  original 
drawings,  dies,  transfer  rolls,  and  stamp  plates,  along  with  die  proofs  and  plate  proofs.  All 
of  w’hich  should  prove  of  special  interest  to  our  members  and  should  induce  them  to  stop 
for  a “look  see”  when  in  Washington.  Curator  Bruns  will  be  most  happy  to  greet  you. 
— P.  H.  T. 
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U.  S.  POSTAL  CARD 
ESSAYS  AND  PROOFS 


A Historical  Catalog  of 

U.  S.  STAMP  ESSAYS  & PROOFS 

By  Clarence  W.  Brazer,  D.Sc. 

(Copyright  1953  by  the  Author.  All  Publication  Rights  Reserved.) 

(Continued  from  Journal  No.  39,  page  18 1.) 


Errata  and  Addenda 

Journal  No.  37,  page  49.  The  subtitle  at  bottom  of  page  should  read — Issue  of  1891 
UXio  & UXi I. 

Journal  No.  37,  page  55.  The  subtitle  should  read — 1891,  Issued  cards  UXio. 
Journal  No.  37,  page  55,  under  “The  Ladies  Size  Card”  UXii,  insert — 


UXllE-A. 


UXllE-A.  One  Cent. 

Typograph  die  essay  for  the  lettering  only.  (1  known) 

69  0/5  black 

Journal  No.  39,  page  170.  Under  subtitle  “1891  UXio  First  Rotary  Press  Cards” 
in  second  paragraph  first  line  omit  “these”  substituting  “UX9”. 

Journal  No.  36,  page  220  above  Specimen  Cards  insert  Rotary  Press  Cards. 

On  October  i,  1889  the  1886  UX9  card  was  current,  so  some  of  these  UX9  cards, 
printed  after  that  date  were  probably  the  postal  cards,  printed  on  “two  Whitlock  two- 
revolution  presses.”  (See  page  50) 

The  1886  die  proof  UX9P1  and  the  many  trial  color  proofs  UX9TC4  measure 
102  mm.  over  all  length  of  ornaments  “at  ends  of  POSTAL  CARD.”  label.  The  UX9 
card  endorsed  “First  printed  Dec.  i,  1885”  (See  page  220)  measures  about  103  mm. 
Cards  wfith  P.  O.  D.  stamped  date  “March  29,  1890”  also  measure  102  mm.  I have 
one  issued  UX9  card  that  measures  only  loi  mm.  Thus  the  average  UX9  card  mea- 
sures 102  mm,  which  no  doubt  applies  to  cards  printed  from  Dec.  i,  1886  with  flat 
plates  upon  varying  card  stock  slightly  subject  to  expansion  or  contraction. 

Collectors  are  requested  to  advise  the  author  of  the  length  on  UX9  cards  found  to 
measure  more  than  103  mm.  overall  label  ornaments,  with  dates  of  cancellation.  Rotary 
press  Jefferson  UX9  cards  apparently  were  printed  from  October  i,  1889  until  about 
December  16,  1891  when  the  new  Grant  UXio  and  UXii  cards  were  issued. 

Conititerfeit  of  UX14 


fV eekly  Philatelic  Gossip  for  May  3,  1941  contains  a report  by  F.  M.  Gilbert  of  a 
counterfeit  of  the  1897  Jefferson  Postal  Card  that  was  discovered  by  a collector  in  the 
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early  part  of  1902.  The  1892  Columbian  World’s  Fair  in  Chicago  souvenir  postal  cards 
were  enameled  on  the  back  before  lithographing  the  colored  views. 

In  Chicago,  Louis  Smith  was  then  engaged  in  the  business  of  treating  postal  cards, 
that  had  been  printed  but  not  mailed,  by  applying  warm,  an  enamel  of  china  clay,  zinc- 
white,  glue,  etc.  When  dry  this  coating  was  pressed  between  steel  rollers  to  smooth  and 
harden  the  clean  surface  for  new  printing  or  writing.  These  treated  cards  w’ere  sold  at 
a slight  discount  from  the  price  of  new  cards.  This  was  legal  at  that  time  as  the 
P.  O.  D.  did  not  then  redeem  postal  cards  that  had  been  privately  printed,  but  not  used 
in  the  mails.  Those  were  bought  cheaply  by  treaters. 

Post  Office  inspectors  were  notified  by  a postal  card  collector  and  found  the  counter- 
feits mailed  from  all  sections  of  the  country,  and  in  every  case  a treated  card.  Smith 
thought  he  could  save  the  amount  paid  for  spoiled  cards  and  that  the  chance  of  detection 
would  be  small  if  all  the  cards  he  used  were  treated  as  if  to  cover  previous  printing. 
Working  through  various  photo-engravers  he  obtained  line  cuts  of  different  parts  of  the 
postal  card  design  as  if  to  be  used  otherwise.  These  parts  were  assembled  into  a com- 
plete plate  and  printing  began  in  large  quantities  more  than  two  years  before  discovery. 
The  photo-engraving  was  of  poor  quality. 

Rev.  R.  B.  Earee  in  his  “Album  Weeds”  page  603  reports  reading  in  the  Fortnightly 
for  May  10,  1902: 

“the  tops  of  the  name  lines  run  together,  whereas  the  genuine  is  spaced;  the  lines  of 
Jefferson’s  face,  instead  of  being  uniform  and  even,  are  coarse  and  broken,” — “The 
wreath  is  also  poor.  The  word  ‘jefferson’  in  the  counterfeit  is  a light-faced  type, 
whereas  the  genuine  has  a heavier  type.  There  is  a marked  distinction  in  the  paper 
used.  The  counterfeit  has  a glazed  surface,  and  differs  radically  from  the  genuine.” 


Issue  of  Marcli  31,  1898,  UX15 

The  postal  card  issued  March  31,  1898,  in  a new  library  index  size,  was  an  entirely 
new  design  by  Raymond  Ostrander  Smith  who  began  designing  for  the  Bureau  of  Engrav- 
ing & Printing  on  July  19,  1897.  Marcus  Wickliffe  Baldwin  began  the  relief  engraving 
of  John  Adams  on  August  7.  The  17  progressive  die  essays  and  die  proof  illustrated 
from  the  T.  F.  Morris  collection  are  the  most  complete  set  known.  They  were  engraved 
in  about  14  days.(*) 


UX15E-Aa. 


UX15E-Ab. 


John  Adams 

Designed  & Engraved  By  the  Bureau  of  Engraving  & Printing. 

All  the  essays  and  proofs  listed  below  came  from  the  designer  or  the  engraver  of  the 
vignette.  UXi5E-Aa  to  UX15P2  are  illustrated  by  courtesy  of  T.  F.  Morris. 

(*)From  M.  W.  Baldwin  diary  published  by  Thomas  F.  Morris  in  Essay  Proof  Journal  No.  39, 
page  155. 
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August  13,  1890. 

UX15E-A.  One  Cent. 

Size  of  engraved  oval  21  x 25  mm. 

Designed  by  R.  Ostrander  Smith. 

Vignette  engraved  in  relief  by  Marcus  W.  Baldwin. 

Lettering  and  ornamental  line  engraved  in  relief  by  George  U.  Rose. 

a.  Die  essay  of  first  state  of  relief  engraved  vignette. 

On  white  cardboard  .014"  thick  about  35  x 41  mm.  (1  known) 

69  0/5  black 

b.  Die  essay  of  second  state  of  relief  engraved  vignette. 

On  white  cardboard  .015"  thick  about  38  x 43  mm.  (1  known) 

69  0/5  black 


UXISE-Ac.  UX15E-Acl. 

c.  Die  essay  of  third  state  of  relief  engraved  vignette. 

On  white  cardboard  .015"  thick  about  38  x 43  mm.  (1  known) 

69  0/5  black 

d.  Die  essay  of  fourth  state  of  relief  engraved  vignette  with  lines  added  above 
shoulders  in  background. 

On  white  cardboard  .015"  thick  about  36  x 43  mm.  (1  known) 

69  0/5  black 


UXir>E-Ae. 


UXloE-Af. 


e.  Die  essay  of  fifth  state  of  relief  engraved  vignette. 

On  white  cardboard  .015"  thick  about  40  x 43  mm.  (1  known) 
69  0/5  black 

f.  Die  essay  of  sixth  state  of  relief  engraved  vignette. 

On  white  cardboard  .015"  thick  about  38  x 41  mm.  (1  known) 
69  0/5  black 
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UX15E-Ag.  UX15E-Ah. 


UX15E-A1. 


UX15E-Aj. 


UX15E-A1. 


UX15E-Ak. 


g.  Die  essay  of  untrimmed  typograph  positive  die  from  sixth  state  of  engraved 
vignette. 

On  glazed  white  cardboard  .015"  thick  about  42  x 46  mm.  (1  known) 

69  0/5  black 

h.  Die  essay  of  untrimmed  typograph  positive  die  of  seventh  state  with  both 
wreaths  complete  about  vignette. 

On  glazed  white  cardboard  .015"  thick  about  39  x 43  mm.  (1  known) 

69  0/5  black 
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August  20,  1897 

Lettering  engraved  by  George  U.  Rose. 

i.  Die  essay  of  untrimmed  typograph  positive  die  of  eight  state  with  label  and 
lettering  added  under  vignette. 

On  glazed  cardboard  .0135"  thick  about  42  x 50  mm.  (1  known) 

69  0/5  black 

j.  Die  essay  of  trimmed  typograph  positive  die  of  ninth  state,  unfinished  white 
lines  above  shoulders  of  vignette. 

' On  glazed  white  cardboard  .014"  thick  about  37  x 46  mm.  (1  known) 

69  0/5  black 

k.  Die  essay  of  completed  typograph  positive  die. 

On  glazed  white  cardboard  .014"  thick  about  37  x 59  mm.  (1  knownl 
69  0/5  black 

l.  Die  essay  of  negative  transfer  from  k.  completed  die. 

On  white  bond  paper  .0035"  thick  about  50  x 51  mm. 

69  0/5  black 

What  appear  to  be  completed  large  die  proofs  all  on  different  size  glazed  -white 
cardboard,  upon  careful  study  of  the  engraving  about  the  eyes,  in  background  above  the 
shoulders,  and  possibly  elsewhere,  seem  to  show  slight  progressive  retouching  of  the 
engraving  as  herewith  listed.  The  retouching  is  so  slight  that  it  would  be  useless  to 
illustrate  at  1.5  normal  size. 


1^0  STAG  Cent. 

I XITED  STATICS  OFAMERIC^. 

Tins  SlllK  IS  Foil  TUB  AIlDItKSS  OKIA% 


UX15E-Am. 


trX15E-Am.  Die  essay  with  unfinished  eyes,  eyebrows  and  dark  spots  on  coat. 

Pencil  marked  “1”  in  a circle  in  lower  right  corner  of  face. 

On  glazed  white  cardboard  .015"  thick  about  162  x 90  mm.  (2  known)  ^ 

One  known  signed  in  lower  left  corner  of  face  by  R.  Ostrander  Smith  Is 
197  X 74  mm,  in  the  author’s  collection. 

69  0/5  black 

n.  Die  essay  with  unfinished  eyes  and  eyebrows  but  white  lines  strengthened 
over  dark  spots  of  coat,  and  weak  white  lines  above  right  shoulder. 

On  glazed  white  cardboard  .015"  thick  about  163  x 107  mm.  (1  known) 

69  1/5  black 

o.  Die  essay  with  unfinished  eyes  and  eyebrows. 

On  glazed  white  cardboard  .015"  thick  about  161  x 96  mm.  (1  known) 

69  0/5  black 

p.  Die  essay  with  slightly  unfinished  eyes  and  eyebrows. 

“No.  1“  in  ink  and  pencil  signature  of  “M.  W.  Baldwin”  in  lower  right  corner 
of  face  and  ink  signature  of  “M.  W.  Baldwin”  on  back. 

On  glazed  white  cardboard  .015"  thick  about  161  x 104  mm.  (1  known) 

69  0/5  black 


UX15P2. 
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UX15P.  One  Cent. 

2.  Small  die  proof  of  completed  engraving. 

On  glazed  white  cardboard  .015"  thick  about  136  x 47  mm.  (1  known) 

69  0/5  black 

1898  One  Cent  Issued  Card  UX15 

Designed,  engraved  and  plates  made,  by  Bureau  of  Engraving  & Printing. 


UX15. 

March  31,  1898. 

UX15.  One  Cent. 

Typograph  printed  in  sheets  of  50  subjects  by  Albert  Daggett,  Piedmont, 
W.  Va. 

On  17  g/2  dull  V.  pale  y-y-orange  finely  mottled  opaque  card  .0115"  thick. 
126  X 75  mm.  (4  15/16  x 2 15/16  inches)  for  Library  index  files. 

69  0/5  black 


1898  International  Card  UX16 


UXI6 


The  Essay  Proof  Journal  No.  40 


213 


UXIC.  Two  cents. 

Typograph  printed  in  sheets  of  40  subjects  on  17  g/2  dull  v.  pale  y-y-orange 
very  finely  mottled  opaque  card  .0105"  thick  140  x 82  mm. 

69  0/5  black 

Late  in  1898  a new  International  two  cents  card  was  issued  in  similar  design  to  the 
1897  UX13  card  but  omitting  the  previous  border,  and  one  quarter  inch  less  in  height, 
printed  in  black.  No  essays  or  proofs  are  known  to  the  author.  New  plates  of  40  sub- 
jects each  were  made  by  the  Bureau  of  Engraving  & Printing.  These  cards  were  printed 
by  Albert  Daggett  at  Piedmont,  W.  Va.,  from  1898  until  1902  when  his  plant  was  moved 
to  Rumford  Falls,  Maine.  Daggett  held  the  contract  until  December  31,  1906  after 
which  these  cards  were  printed  by  the  Oxford  Paper  Company  at  Rumford  Falls,  Maine 
until  December  31,  1909,  when  the  last  private  contract  expired. 

Since  January  i,  1910,  all  postal  cards  have  been  printed  by  the  Postal  Card  Division 
at  the  Government  Printing  Office  in  Washington,  D.  C. 

1902  McKinley  “Full  Face”  Card  UX17 

After  President  William  McKinley  was  shot  at  the  Pan  American  Exposition  in 
Buffalo,  New  York,  he  died  on  September  14,  1901.  It  was  then  desired  to  issue  a 
McKinley  memorial  postal  card.  A number  of  engravers  were  called  upon  to  produce 
essays.  His  portrait  continued  on  five  successive  designs  until  1911.  The  printing  of  this 
actually  three-quarter  face  portrait  proceeded  at  Rumford  Falls,  Maine  so  far  as  print- 
ing 1,625,000  cards  before  it  was  rejected  as  considered  not  to  do  justice  to  the  martyred 
President,  and  all  the  printed  cards  were  ordered  to  be  destroyed.  By  August  1902  new 
cards  UX18  with  McKinley’s  profile  were  issued. 

On  October  5,  1902,  R.  H.  Lamscha,  was  shown  a sample  of  the  generally  called 
^‘full  face”  McKinley  card.  On  a Sunday  afternoon  a friend  asked  him  to  explain  why 
McKinley’s  face  was  shown  three  quarter  face  rather  than  the  profile  on  UX18,  which 
had  been  in  use. 

In  some  unaccountable  manner  just  one  box  of  500  cards  were  issued  by  the  P.  O.  D. 
agent  at  Rumford  Falls,  Maine,  printing  plant  and  were  sold  at  the  New  York  Office  to 
Booth,  Dailey  & Ivins,  room  908,  31-21  Park  Row,  New  York  City.  This  firm  had  them 
printed  with  their  address  on  the  face  and  a blank  on  back  to  be  filled  by  scow  captains 
and  mailed  the  firm  daily  as  a report  on  the  garbage  they  dumped  at  sea.  These  men 
received  batches  of  cards  for  this  purpose. 

It  had  been  announced  in  the  public  and  philatelic  press  that  the  Government  had 
ordered  over  one  million  “full  face”  portrait  McKinley  Postal  cards  destroyed.  Mr. 
Lamscha  sensing  a philatelic  opportunity,  requested  of  the  garbage  contractors  a couple 
of  cards,  enclosing  five  cents  and  received  five  cards  in  response.  Four  of  these  cards 
were  shown  the  Scott  Stamp  & Coin  Company,  of  which  Crawford  Capen  was  then 
president,  and  a satisfactory  exchange  was  made.  The  late  J.  Murray  Bartels  wrote (**) 
that  the  same  evening  Mr.  Lamscha  sent  a sample  card  to  J.  M.  Bartels  Co.,  then  at  230 
Washington  St.,  Boston,  asking  if  they  could  use  it.  The  favorable  reply  resulted,  after 
a merry  chase  of  two  months  on  December  17,  in  acquiring  312  used  copies  and  149 
unused  cards,  including  the  original  five  from  the  garbage  contractors.  One  was  kept  by 
Mr.  Lamscha.  The  other  38  of  the  box  of  500  were  supposed  to  have  been  on  some 
scows  which  sank  when  caught  in  stormy  weather.  These  461  cards,  all  with  the  printed 
address,  were  all  sold  to  Murray  Bartels  firm.  No  other  regularly  issued  cards  were 
ever  discovered. 

Later  some  “full  face”  proofs,  mostly  with  handstamped  “Specimen — not  good  for 
postage”  or  “Specimen”  were  obtained  from  Post  Office  Department  Sources.  In  those 
days  there  was  little  demand  for  postal  cards  and  the  sale  of  the  errors  moved  slowly. 
By  1907  a deal  was  made  with  the  late  S.  Schachne  of  Chillicothe,  Ohio,  for  a substantial 
part  of  these  461  cards  and  years  later  what  remained  of  the  entire  Schachne  stock  was 
sold  to  Dr.  W.  I.  Mitchell. (**) 


(**) Extracted  from  articles  by  J.  M.  Bartels  of  July  1933,  and  in  Stamps,  February  19,  1938. 


214 


The  Essay  Proof  Journal  No.  40 


Memo  on  Wove  Paper  by  J.  H.  Reeve,  Superintendent,  Postage  Stamp  Supplies. 

A few  die  proofs  of  UX17  postal  cards  were  sent  by  the  Bureau  of  Engraving  & 
Printing  to  the  Post  Office  Department  for  approval  in  February  1902.  The  18  of 
UX17P1  mentioned  later  may  be  of  this  lot.  The  card  was  then  expected  to  be  issued 
on  March  i,  1902,  according  to  a then  current  AlekeeVs  PVeekly  Stamp  News.  A “DIE 
PROOF  OF  McKinley  postal  CARD./ISSUE  of  1901.”  with  a handstamp 

“Specimen — Not  good  for  postage”  exists  with  the  29  mm  circular  cancellation,  “STAMP 
DIVISION  / P.  O.  D.  Dept/Apr/29/1902”  with  penciled  notation  “No.  i Condemned”. 

1902  Die  Essays  UX17E 

It  seems  quite  probable  that  the  1893  published  design  by  Louis  J.  Rhead  for  a 
symmetrically  balanced  front  of  the  1891  card  UXioE-X,  as  illustrated  on  page  171, 
influenced  the  1902  card  design  of  UX17.  Although  Rhead’s  ornamental  borders  and 
large  letter  panel  dominating  the  center  were  omitted,  his  suggestion  for  the  stamp  in 
the  upper  right  corner  to  be  balancd  by  a similar  size  design  in  tlie  upper  left  corner  con- 
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tainiiiir  the  eagle  and  shield  of  the  U.  S.  seal,  with  the  lettering  label  although  smaller  in 
the  upper  center,  was  followed.  The  1886  Jefferson  card  UX9  was  the  best  symmetrical 
U.  S.  card  design  ever  issued.  A symmetrically  balanced  masculine  design,  with  the  single 
dark  stamp  in  tlie  center,  should  have  had  a more  handsome  Jefferson  facing  to  the  dexter, 
not  sinister  side  of  the  card.  This  1902  female  design,  by  Raymond  Ostrander  Smith, 
with  a void  in  the  center  of  both  the  so-called  “full  face”  UX17  and  “profile”  UX18, 
McKinley  cards  provides  a less  powerful  but  symmetrically  balanced  design  that  is  prac- 
tical, with  a clear  space  for  the  postmark.  Henry  Mitchell’s  essay  design  for  a 1876 
Centennial  postal  card  (UXsaE-A)  with  its  large  group  of  flags  about  a U.  S.  monogram 
on  the  central  axis  is  the  best  and  most  beautiful  of  all  known  essays.  It  would  be  in 
perfect  symmetrical  balance  if  his  stamp  in  the  upper  right  corner  had  been  as  small  as 
the  shield  in  the  upper  left.  All  other  U.  S.  issued  postal  cards  are  as  unsymmetrical  as 
an  envelope  with  a stamp  design  only  in  the  upper  right  corner. 

ITe  earliest  essay  now  known  for  the  1902  “full-face”  McKinley  card  is  an  intaglio 
or  recess  engraving  on  which  Marcus  W.  Baldwin  cut  the  lines  on  the  portrait  so  dark 
and  close  together  that  when  transferred  as  a relief  engraving  for  typographic  printing 
the  uncut  spaces  between  the  lines  on  the  face  are  thin  and  in  light  natural  color.  On 
the  original  recess  engraving  there  are  crossed  diagonal  lines  on  the  cheek  under  the  left 
eye  that  produce  only  dots  from  the  spaces  between  the  lines  when  transferred  in  reverse. 
In  direct  relief  engraving,  or  when  indirectly  transferred,  it  is  not  possible  to  have  crossed 
lines  in  an  engraving.  This  is  one  way  to  know  a relief  from  a recess  engraving. 


Prom  the  Author’s  collection. 

William  McKinley 

December  6,  1901.  UX17E-Ab. 

UX17E-A.  One  Cent. 

Vignette  engraved  by  Marcus  W.  Baldwin. 

a.  Partly  untrimmed  typograph  die  essay. 

On  white  semi-glazed  cardboard  .0175"  thick  about  175  x 74  mm.  signea  on 
back  in  blue-black  ink  “M.  W.  Baldwin”  and  in  pencil  on  lower  right  of  face 
”18  P Dec.  6,  1901”.  (1  known) 

69  0/5  black 

March  1902. 

UX17E-A.  One  Cent. 

Designed  by  Raymond  Ostrander  Smith. 

Portrait  and  Eagle  Seal  recess  engraved  by  Marcus  W.  Baldwin. 

Lettering  engraved  by  George  U.  Rose. 

b.  A recess  engraved  die  essay  on  white  glazed  card  .0145"  thick  146  x 46  mm, 
with  blue  Bureau  E.  & F.  print  number  34217  on  back.  (1  known) 

69  0/5  black 

UX17E-B. 

a.  A transferred  typographic  die  essay  of  portrait  vignette  only,  showing  excess 
metal  about  the  vignette  oval. 

Printed  sideways  at  left  end  of  a 1897  Jefferson  postal  card.  (1  known) 

69  0/5  black 

b.  A transferred  typographic  die  essay  of  all  printing  showing  excess  metal  about 
both  portrait  and  seal  vignettes  and  about  lettering. 

On  a rough  regular  card  below  a nearly  complete  design  but  with  unfinished 
design  not  clearly  printed.  (1  known) 

69  0/5  black 
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Collection  of  J.  G.  Marks.  Photo  by  J.  A.  Glenn. 

UX17E-Ba. 


Collection  of  J.  G.  Marks.  Photo  by  J.  A.  Glenn. 

UX17E-Bb  & UX17P 

c.  A transferred  typographic  die  essay  of  portrait  vignette  only,  showing  nearly 
all  excess  metal  removed. 

On  glazed  white  card  .018"  thick  74  x 93  mm.  with  blue  Bureau  E.  & P. 
print  number  34145  on  back.  (1  known) 

69  m/5  gray-black 

d.  A transferred  typographic  die  essay  of  all  printing  showing  more  excess 
metal  removed. 

On  glazed  white  card  about  .018"  thick  145  x 50  mm.  (1  known) 

69  0/5  black 


1902  Die  Proofs  UX17P 

A UX17P  card  exists  with  29  mm.  diameter  circular  postmark  “STAMP  DIVI- 
SION /P.O.  Dept/  April  1,  1902”. 
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From  Author’s  collection. 

UXITE-Bc. 


From  T.  F.  Morris  Collection. 


UXITE-Bd. 


UX17P. 


Courtesy  of  T.  F.  Morris. 

UX17P. 


a.  Unfinished  typograph  of  complete  design  but  with  dots  on  the  portrait 
forehead  high-light  and  unfinished  rays  about  the  eagle  of  the  seal.  Printed  at 
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the  bottom  is  “DIE  PROOF  OF  MCKINLEY  POSTAL  CARD./  ISSUE  OF 
1901.”  (without  specimen) 

On  19f/2  dull  faint  y-o-yellow  finely  mottled  opaque  card  .0115"  thick  140 
X 83  mm. 

69  0/5  black 

UX17P1.  One  Cent. 

a.  Large  typograph  die  proof  on  white  semi-glazed  cardboard  .0175"  thick 
141  X 83  mm  with  B.  E.  & P.  blue  “34371”  stamped  on  back.  (1  known) 

69  0/5  black 

May  15,  1902. 

UX17P1.  One  Cent. 

A series  of  1 8 die  proofs  with  no  markings  of  any  kind  on  cards  of  issued  size 
existed  in  1902  at  the  P.  O.  D.  in  Washington,  (see  page  10)  printed  on 
various  quality  trial  cardboards.  J.  G.  Marks  has  a list  of  13  known  in  1953, 
of  which  he  has  2. 

A finished  die  proof  with  portrait  forehead  high-light  dots  removed  and 
stronger  rays  from  constellation  above  the  eagle. 

b.  One  of  these  completed  die  proof  cards  exists  with  red-violet  2 9 mm  diameter 
circular  postmark  “STAMP  DIVISION/  P.  O.  DEPT?  May  15,  1902,”  and  lead 
pencil  mss.  “Rejected  Die  Proof  Specimen  J.  H.  Reeve” 

69  0/5  black 

c.  On  19  f/2  dull  faint  y-o-yellow  slightly  cloudy  opaque  wove  texture  card 
.012"  thick. 

69  0/5  black 

d.  On  23  b/2  dull  light  yellow  “Tag  Card  (manila)  paper”  .0125"  thick,  with 
lead  pencil  mss.  “Bureau  Sample” 

69  0/5  black 


Specimeii  Cards 


DIE  PROOF  OF  McKinley  postal  card. 
ISSUE  OF  1901. 


April  29,  1902.  UX17PS-W 

UX17PS-W.  Same  appearance  and  card  as  UX17Pa. 

a.  With  gray-black  handstamp  “SPECIMEN-Not  good  for  postage”  60.5  x 2 mm. 
diagonally  on  face  of  card. 

69  0/5  black 

b.  A similar  card  exists  with  lead  penciled  “No.  1 Condemned”  at  top  center  and 
with  red-violet  29  mm  diameter  circular  postmark  “STAMP  DIVISION/  P.  O. 
Dept./April  29,  1902” 

69  0/5  black 

1900  (?)  Probably  prepared  for  Paris  World’s  Fair. 

UX17PS-E.  Same  appearance  as  UX17Pa. 

On  very  smooth  19  3/2  v.  faint  y-o-yellow  card  .012"  thick,  with  gray-black 
hand  stamp  “Specimen”  type  E under  portrait,  (rare) 

69  0/5  black 
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1902  MclKiiiley  ‘‘Profile’’  Essays  UX18 

Another  die  essay  with  McKinley  engraved  nearly  in  profile  was  substituted  on  the 
essay  UXiyE-Hh  but  was  not  accepted. 


J.  G.  Marks  Collection,  J.  A.  Glenn  photo. 

UX18E-A. 

UX18E-A.  One  Cent. 

Designed  by  Raymond  Ostrander  Smith. 

Vignette  engraved  by  Marcus  W.  Baldwin. 

Lettering  engraved  by  George  U.  Rose. 

b.  Large  die  essay  on  19  f/2  dull  faint  y-o-yellow  card  .0105"  thick  142  x 86 
mm  with  B.  E.  & P.  blue  438  21  on  back.  (2  known)  Another  a.  with  blue 
43  828  was  in  the  author’s  collection  before  the  burglary. 


By  courtesy  of  T.  F.  Morris. 

UXl  8E-Ba. 

UX18E-Ba.  One  Cent. 

Designed  by  Raymond  Ostrander  Smith. 

Vignette  engraved  by  Marcus  W.  Baldwin. 

Lettering  engraved  by  George  U.  Rose. 

a.  Recess  engraved  negative  die  essay  of  vignette  and  uninked  part  of  “R 
POSTMARK/ARD./  Ress  only”  with  cross  hatching  above. 

One  white  cardboard  .013"  thick  about  78  x 98  mm.  (1  known) 

69  0/5  black 
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By  courtesy  of  T.  F.  Morris. 

April  30,  19012.  UX18-E-BC. 

UXISE-Bc.  One  Cent. 

c.  Partly  untrimmed  typograph  die  essay  of  entire  card. 

On  17  f/1  dim  faint  y-y-orange  opaque  card  .0115"  thick  142  x 84  mm  with 
B.  E.  & P.  blue  “45741”  stamped  on  back  and  “April  30/92”  (sic)  penciled 
on  lower  right  of  face.  (1  known) 

69  0/5  black 


By  courtesy  of  T.  F.  Morris. 


April  30,  1902.  UX18E-Bd. 

d.  Trimmed  typograph  die  essay  of  entire  card.  Forehead  and  oval  line  about 
left  of  both  U.  S.  Arms  and  stamp  vignette  incomplete. 

On  semi-glazed  white  opaque  cardboard  .018"  thick  142  x 84  mm  with 
B.  E.  & P.  blue  “45738”  stamped  on  back  and  “April  30/92”  (sic)  penciled 
on  lower  right  of  face.  (2  known,  one  with  B.  E.  & P.  blue  “45768”  on  back) 
69  m/5  gray-black 

April  30,  1902 

e.  Die  essay  similar  to  ■UX18E-Bd,  but  with  not  so  much  excess  metal  trimmed 
away,  with  ink  mss.  on  face  “Proof.  Approved  April  30,  1902  J.  H.  Reeve/ 
Supt.  Stamp  Div.” 

On  17  g/1  dim  v.  faint  y-y-orange  card  .011"  thick  140  x 82  mm  with  B.  E.  & 
P.  blue  “45739”  on  back. 

69  m/5  gray-black  (To  be  continued.) 
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Letters  to  the  Editor 

The  greatest  source  of  satisfaction  to  an  editor  or  an  author  is  to  receive  letters  from 
his  readers.  It  matters  little  to  the  editor  whether  the  letters  are  brickbats  or  bouquets^ 
The  fact  that  letters  arrive  indicates  that  his  efforts  have  claimed  the  attention  of  his 
readers.  Lets  hear  from  you  more  often.  A legitimate  “gripe”  or  an  interesting  com- 
ment will  alw’ays  find  space  for  airing  in  these  columns. — PHT 


“Tlie  Spacious  ILawu’’ 

To  our  Dealer  Friends  of  the  Essay  Proof  Journal: 

Issue  No.  38  carried  an  amusingly  written  anecdote  of  advertising  entitled  “Dry 
Rot”.  Since  reading  this  I have  thought  that  the  dealers  who  are  kind  enough  to 
advertise  might  be  interested  in  the  reactions  of  at  least  one  of  the  readers.  Since 
the  EPJ  is  a quarterly  publication,  and  this  attractive  periodical  comes  to  me  so  much 
less  frequently  than  do  weekly  publications  and  even  monthlies,  I seldom  stop  with  a 
glance  at  the  feature  article  or  the  section  of  my  personal  interest,  but  invariably 
read  from  cover  to  cover  including  each  and  every  advertisement.  Perhaps  it  is  to 
see  how  or  what  they  advertise,  perhaps  to  see  who  are  among  the  distinguished 
patrons,  but  whatever  the  reason,  I do  read  them  all.  This  I seldom  if  ever  do  with 
the  weeklies  and  only  occasionally  with  the  monthlies.  If  there  are  others  like  myself, 
and  it  is  quite  possible,  it  might  behoove  a dealer  to  take  stock  of  this  factor  when 
m.aking  up  the  content  of  his  ad.  I note  that  in  a number  of  the  ads  there  is  merely 
mention  that  they  occasionally  have  something  either  in  stock  or  auction  which  might 
interest  us,  and  if  we  desire,  inquiries  will  be  acknowledged.  No  doubt  many  of  us 
send  for  auction  catalogues  after  having  seen  an  ad  in  this  Journal  or  some  other, 
but  the  dealer  never  knows  where  we  learned  of  his  auction  unless  we  inform  him. 
Far  be  it  from  me  to  change  a dealer’s  method  of  advertising  if  he  is  satisfied  with 
it  at  present.  But,  it  seems  to  me  that  if  the  advertising  space  were  devoted  to  listing 
specific  material  on  sale  or  in  an  approaching  auction,  the  ad  would  be  more  seriously 
considered  and  bear  more  fruit.  Such  an  ad  as  that  of  John  W.  Nicklin  in  issue 
No.  39  is  an  example  of  what  I feel  the  average  reader  will  read,  enjoy,  and  follow 
up.  However,  dealers,  whether  your  ads  are  large  or  small  they  are  read  in  the 
EPJ  by  one  like  me.  Yes,  “the  flower  must  possess  some  nectar  as  well  as  brilliance 
to  attract  the  bee”,  but  the  flower  will  be  noted  even  in  a spacious  lawn  where  but 
few  appear  to  be. 

Sincerely  yours, 

Donald  B.  Johnstone 

Mr.  Prescott  H.  Thorp 
Editor  Essay  Proof  Journal 
Netcong,  New  Jersey 

Dear  Pep: 

I cannot  refrain  from  commenting  on  your  excellent  story  in  the  Essay  Proof 
Journal  for  July,  1953,  under  the  title  “Our  First  Stamped  Envelopes.” 

Early  in  the  article  you  reaffirm  the  opinions  of  Stanley  B.  Ashbrook,  which  have 
been  published  several  times  and  are  well  recognized,  which  are  in  substance  that 

“government  envelopes  were  primarily  issued  to  provide  the  express  companies, 

especially  the  western  express  companies,  a means  of  legally  carrying  the  mail 

outside  of  the  mail.” 

There  is  no  doubt  but  what  this  was  one  of  the  important  reasons,  and  that  it  is 
well  documented  and  substantiated  in  the  Acts  of  Congress  which  authorized  the 
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issue  of  stamped  envelopes.  Stanley  Ashbrook  has  done  a good  job  on  research,  but  I 
feel  h as  put  too  much  emphasis  on  this  one  cause,  which  to  my  mind  is  only  one  of 
several  reasons  that  prompted  Congress  to  take  the  steps  it  did. 

The  other  reasons  cannot  by  their  very  nature  be  as  well  documented  as  they 
were  more  intangible,  but  they  are  none  the  less  important  motives  underlying  the 
statutes  that  Congress  adopted  in  1852.  IVly  study  of  stamped  envelopes  goes  back 
some  40  years,  during  which  I have  read  everything  available  and  sincerely  attempted 
to  sense  the  somewhat  complicated  situation  that  faced  the  P.  O.  D.  a century  ago. 
These  other  reasons  for  the  issue  of  stamped  envelopes  are  as  follows: 

1.  The  P.  O.  D.  was  fighting  hard  against  the  growing  accumulation  of  collect 
letters,  which  the  addressees  refused  to  accept  and  pay  for.  The  Dead  Letter  Office, 
or  its  antecedent  department,  was  being  deluged  by  undeliverable  mail  that  meant  a 
substantial  loss  in  revenue.  There  was  a strong  urge  to  require  that  letter  mail  be 
prepaid,  which  finally  was  made  mandatory  in  about  1855-56.  The  availability  of 
prepaid  stamped  envelopes  Avas  a definite  step  in  that  desirable  direction  and  needs 
no  documentation  to  prove  it  was  one  of  the  important  reasons  for  the  issue  of 
stamped  envelopes. 

2.  Envelopes  for  enclosing  letters  did  not  come  into  general  use  until  U.  S. 
postage  rates  were  established  on  a weight  basis  in  1847.  Many  of  the  early  post- 
masters, in  their  endeavor  to  meet  the  demands  of  the  public  and  acceptably  serve 
their  customers,  carried  a supply  of  blank  envelopes  for  sale,  to  which  either  the 
postmaster  or  the  purchaser  affixed  the  adhesive  stamps.  It  was  a nuisance  job  that 
yielded  little  or  no  profit,  but  an  accommodating  postmaster  was  forced  to  do  it. 
There  are  numerous  examples  of  various  means  to  this  end,  postmarks,  provisionals 
and  postmaster  stamps  that  attest  this  procedure.  Again,  documentation  is  difficult, 
but  no  student  will  deny  that  the  availability  of  government  stamped  envelopes  eased 
the  job  of  the  postmasters  in  this  important  respect. 

3.  Private  posts  and  carrier  companies  had  demonstrated  the  value  of  envelopes 
with  stamps  impressed  or  printed  or  stamped  on  them.  On  page  52  of  the  “Guide 
to  the  Stamped  Envelopes  and  Wrappers  of  the  United  States”  (Dietz  1940)  is  an 
illustration  of  a Bloods  stamped  envelope  (Scott  15-L-U-i-a)  with  an  authentic 
manuscript  date  of  receipt  of  April  5,  1850.  This  was  embossed  on  a plain  envelope 
after  folding.  My  collection  includes  another  Bloods  envelope  (15-L-U-4)  with  an 
equally  reliable  manuscript  dating  of  Sept.  6,  1851.  The  facts  of  the  use  of  stamped 
envelopes  was  well  established  several  years  before  1853,  or  even  before  1852,  when 
Congress  first  acted.  Scott  credits  Briggs  Dispatch  with  issuing  stamped  envelopes 
in  1848  and  G.  Carters  Dispatch  in  1849-50.  The  Baltimore  Postmaster  Provi- 
sionals are  given  the  date  of  1845,  as  are  those  of  New  Haven.  The  Mulready  en- 
velope w’as  issued  in  England  in  1840.  Congress  followed,  and  quite  commendably, 
a method  of  prepaying  letters  that  had  been  adequately  demonstrated  for  years,  by 
the  private  posts,  by  provisional  postmasters  and  by  other  countries. 

Just  what  was  the  leading  reason  that  prompted  Congress  to  act  will  probably 
never  be  knowm,  but  all  w'ere  important  and  should  be  clearly  recognized  in  any  dis- 
cussion of  the  origin  of  stamped  envelopes.  The  fact  that  one  can  be  documented  and 
that  the  others  cannot,  should  not  be  allowed  to  dim  the  luster  of  the  various  motives 
that  contributed  to  the  issue  of  stamped  envelopes.  Adequate  documentation  is  no 
more  important  than  an  understanding  of  the  trends  and  problems  of  the  era  during 
which  stamped  envelopes  became  established,  and  thus  met  several  of  the  obvious 
needs  of  the  postal  service  at  that  time. 

Cordially, 

Tom 

Mr.  Ashbrook’s  views  on  this  subject  are  well  known  and  well  documented  but  the 
discussion  is  too  lengthy  to  enter  into  here.  Tom  Perry  is  an  enthusiastic  supporter  of  his 
own  view^s.  The  discussion  points  up  my  own  remarks  In  the  article  under  dis- 
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cussion  that  from  the  moment  of  their  issue  the  Nesbitt  envelopes  have  presented  philat- 
elists with  a series  of  questions  that  have  never  submitted  to  complete  solution.  Tom  is 
supported  in  his  beliefs  by  his  namesake  Elliott  Perry  who  also  writes  in  about  tbe  article. 
All  four  of  us,  the  writer,  Stanley  Ashbrook,  Tom  and  Elliott  Perry  (no  relation)  are 
members  of  EPS  and  before  we  engulf  our  Journal  in  an  endless  discussion  I shall 
exercise  my  editorial  prerogative  by  publishing  the  foregoing  and  letting  the  issue  drop, 
Nesbitt  envelopes  are  an  almost  complete  enigma.  The  paucity  of  essays  or  trial  color 
proofs  of  Nesbitts  first  issue  was  followed  in  succeeding  issues  with  a flood  of  these  same 
things  that  far  surpasses  the  efforts  of  later  manufacturers.  Indeed,  once  having  pro- 
duced the  first  envelopes  Nesbitt  went  on  a spree  of  designing  essays  and  making  trial  color 
proofs.  A spree  for  which  there  seems  to  be  no  plausible  explanation.  Perhaps,  in  a 
later  Journal,  we  shall  go  into  the  amazing  record  of  this  amazing  man. — P.  H.  T. 


Oiar  Membership  Drive 


In  another  part  of  this  Journal  the  Secretary  sets  up  our  membership  figures  by 
years  beginning  with  the  year  1948  when  we  had  492  members.  Each  succeeding  year 
our  membership  shows  a decline  until  1952  when  we  hit  the  all  time  low  of  385.  The 
report  for  1953  indicates  the  downward  trend  has  at  long  last  been  reversed  for  the 
figure  for  that  year  has  jumped  to  394. 

The  increase  of  nine  members  over  the  previous  year  is  not  much  to  crow  about  but 
it  is  heartening  in  that  for  the  first  time  in  six  years  the  direction  of  our  membership 
is  upw^ard. 

Now-  this  membership  business  is  not  an  insoluble  problem  — nor  is  it  even  difficult! 
“Every  member  get  a member”  is  not  just  a trite  saying.  It  contains  the  very  essence  of 
all  of  our  difficulties.  If  every  member  DID  get  a new  member  we  would  have  no  prob- 
lems. Ergo,  why  don’t  we  do  it? 

Ask  yourself  that  simple  question. 

When  w’e  met  in  Convention  in  September  of  this  year  it  was  realized  that  with  just 
one  more  Journal  — this  number  — we  would  have  completed  ten  years  of  publication. 
It  w’as  a good  time  to  stop.  Or  it  was  a good  time  to  say  “well,  the  first  ten  years  are 
the  hardest,  let’s  tackle  the  next  ten!”  The  unanimous  opinion  was  an  enthusiastic  “let’s 
tackle  the  next  ten!” 

And  so  we  will.  And  so,  ten  years  from  now^  another  editor  will  face  a convention 
wfith  many  thousands  of  members  ready  and  eager  to  carry  forward  the  torch  we  have 
lighted. 

Yes,  we  will  do  those  things  in  the  future.  But  right  now  we  are  having  our  bumps. 
We  need,  and  must  have,  a larger  membership  roll.  That  is  our  job.  That  is  the 
greatest  single  contribution  you  may  make  toward  the  success  of  our  efforts.  And  its 
such  an  easy  contribution  to  make!  Yet  no  one  but  you  can  do  it.  This  is  your  society, 
your  Journal.  Why  do  you  deny  yourself  such  a miserably  small  request?  Why  do  you 
sabotage  the  very  thing  you  have  spent  all  of  these  years  building?  Why  do  you  with- 
hold from  your  philatelic  friends  the  great  pleasure  and  benefit  of  participating  in  our 
great  joint  effort?  Of  receiving  regularly  the  Essay  Proof  Journal?  What  right  have 
you  to  act  in  this  capacity  of  destruction?  For  without  doubt  your  inaction  in  this  mat- 
ter is  a positive  act  of  destruction. 

Nothing  short  of  “every  member  get  a member”  will  do  the  trick.  Did  you  get 
your  new  member? 


Amyoee  Moved? 

A new  membership  list  is  in  the  course  of  preparation  and  if  you  have  moved  or  if 
your  collecting  interests  have  changed  since  the  last  publication  of  such  a list  the  Secre- 
tary would  like  to  know  about  it.  You  can  save  him  a lot  of  grief  (and  yourself  some 
annoyance)  if  you  will  take  time  out  now  to  advise  A1  Higgins  just  how  you  would  like 
your  name  to  appear.  Address  A.  H.  Higgins,  70  University  Place,  New  York  3,  N.  Y. 

P.  S.  And  while  you  are  at  it  send  along  that  application  for  a new  member. 
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U*  S»  XX  CciitiLiry 

.Essay  Designs,  Models  and  Proofs 

By  Sol  Glass 

(Continued  from  Journal  No.  39,  page  168.) 


Three  Cents — Issued  February  23,  1953 


1017E-A.  Pencil  Sketch 
Submitted  by  National  Guard  Bureau 

No  Rejected  Designs. 

Modeler — Charles  A.  Chickering. 

Engravers — Vignette  and  Ribbon,  Herber  F.  Fichter. 

Outline  Frame,  Lettering  and  Numerals,  John  S.  Edmondson. 

Design  Essayed  December  17,  1952  to  J.  M.  Donaldson,  P.  M.  G. 

Model  Approved  December  18,  1952  by  J,  M.  Donaldson,  P.  M.  G. 

Die  Proof  Approved  January  22,  1953  by  J.  M.  Donaldson,  P.  M.  G. 

Source  of  Design 

A pencil  sketch  of  a stamp  design,  a National  Guard  Poster,  a small  plastic  air  plane 
model,  a drawing  of  a National  Guardsman  charging  with  rifle  and  bayonette,  and  two 
photographs  of  boats.  National  Guards  etc.,  all  of  which  were  furnished  by  the  National 
Guard  Bureau,  Washington,  D.  C. 


1017E-B.  Approved  Model 
National  Guardsman  and 
Amphibious  Landing 


OWo  Issue 


Three  Cents — Issued  March  2,  1953 


OHIO  SESQUICiNUNNIAL 


UNITED:  STATES  POSTAGE 


1018E-A.  Original  Drawing 
Submitted  By  Ohio  Sesquicenten- 
nial  Committee 


1018E-B.  Rejected  Essay 
Map  and  Ohio  State  Seal 
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UNITED  STATES  POSTAGE 


1018E-C.  Rejected  Essay 
Map  and  Ohio  State  Seal 


OHIO  SESQUICENTENNIAL 


1018E-D.  Rejected  Essay 
-^lap  and  Ohio  State  Seal 


OHIO  SESQUICENTENNIAl 


1018E-E.  Approved  Model 
Map  and  Ohio  State  Seal 


Three  Rejected  Designs. 

Designer — Robert  D.  West. 

Modeler — Victor  S.  McCloskey,  Jr. 

Engravers — Vignette,  Matthew  D.  Fenton. 

Frame,  Lettering  and  Numerals,  George 
A.  Payne. 

Design  Essayed  January  12,  1953  to  J.  VI,  Donaldson, 

P.  M.  G. 

Model  Approved  January  16,  1953  by  J.  M.  Donald- 
son, P.  M.  G. 

Die  Proof  Approved  February  10,  1953  by  A,  E.  Sum- 
merfield,  P.  VI.  G. 

Source  of  Design 


Stamp  design  by  Robert  D.  West,  photograph  of  a drawing.  No.  6-2-44,  **The  Great 
Seal  of  the  State  of  Ohio,”  furnished  by  Arthur  E.  Dubois,  Chief,  Heraldic  Branch,  De- 
partment of  the  Army,  office  of  the  Quartermaster  General,  Washington,  D.  C.,  a photo- 
graph of  a map  of  Ohio  from  Rand  McNally  Atlas  (Premier  Edition),  pages  52  and  53, 
and  a photograph  of  a reproduction  of  a drawing  of  a buckeye  leaf  from  book  entitled: 
“Colling’s  Art  Foliage,”  published  by  James  K.  Colling,  plate  67. 


Wasliimgtoii  Territory  Issue 

Three  Cents — Issued  March  2,  1953 


^ 'I  h f I I 

■4-’: 


■'•W.'.'NW.S- .....  ......UKWOV j 

^'ASHINCTON  TERRITd^l 
CREATED 
MARCH  *21 553 


? ^ * ‘if  ^ 


1(>1J>E-A.  Pencil  Sketch 
Suhinitted  hy  ATashiiigton  Territory 
Centennial  Coininission 


lOlJlFl-R.  Pencil  Sketch 
Submitted  by  AV^ashington  Territory' 
Centennial  Commission 
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l()lf>E-C.  Rejected  Essay 
Medallion,  Pioneers  and  Wash 
ington  Scene 


101J)E-D.  Ai)proved  Model 
3Iedallion,  Pioneers  and  Wash- 
ington Scene 


One  Rejected  Design. 

Designer — James  A.  Wehn. 

Modeler — Charles  R.  Chickering. 

Engravers — Vignette,  Richard  M.  Bower. 

Outline  Frame,  Lettering  and  Numerals,  John  S.  Edmondson. 
Design  Essayed  January  22,  1953  to  A.  E.  Summerfield,  P.  M.  G. 

Model  Approved  January  22,  1953  by  A.  E.  Summerfield,  P.  M.  G. 

Die  Proof  Approved  February  10,  1953  by  A.  E.  Summerfield,  P.  M.  G. 

Source  of  Design 

Two  pencil  sketches  by  James  A.  Wehn,  Seattle,  Washington. 


Loiiisisiiia  Fitiircliase  Issue 

Three  Cents — Issued  April  30,  1953 


LOUISIANA  PURCHASE  SESOUICENTENNIAL 


MONROE, UVlNGSTON.MARSOtS  |j  . S.  PQSTAC  E 


1()20E-A.  Rejected  Essay 
Monroe,  Livingston  and  Marbois 


fc  Loutstana 
\ Trontftr 

f.  Hi  f 

I /^OS 

MONROg, 

AWO 

MAR80t5  : 


LOUISIANA 
PURCHASE 
ftfSESQUI* 
CENTENNIAL 
T803  « 

1953 


1020E-C.  Approved  Model 
Monroe,  Livingston  and  Marbois 


1020E-R.  Rejected  Essay 
Monroe,  Livingston  and  Marbois 


Two  Rejected  Designs. 

Designer — William  K.  Schrage. 

Engravers — Vignette,  Charles  A.  Brooks. 

Outline  Frame,  Lettering  and  Numerals,  John  S.  Edmondson. 
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Design  Essayed  January  28,  1953  to  A.  E.  Summerfield,  P.  M.  G. 

Model  Approved  February  7,  1953  by  A.  E.  Summerfield,  P.  M.  G. 

Die  Approved  March  25,  1953  by  Charles  A.  Hook,  Jr.,  Acting  P.  M.  G. 

Source  of  Design 

Photograph  of  a sculptured  plaque  “Monroe,  Livingston  and  Marbois.” 


Stamp  Designers  & Engravers 
Tentative  List 

Compiled  by  S.  Altmann,  E.  P.  S.  25. 

(Continued  from  Journal  No.  39,  page  183.) 

Vignette  Engraver  Letter  Engi'aver  Frame  Engraver 

Postage  Dee  Stamps  1879 

By  the  American  Bank  Note  Co. 

Designer  unknown.  James  Dunn  engraved  the  figures  and  D.  S.  Ronaldson  engraved  the  scrolls  and 
lettering  for  the  seven  stamps  of  this  issue.  loc  and  30c  are  signed  by  Dunn  (B). 

1887-89  and  1891-93 

The  Metropolitan  Philatelist  of  Sept.  18,  1915,  page  146  (JWS),  credits  the  same  engravers  as  above. 

1894 


u«  s. 


Designer 


ic  T.  F.  Morris 
2c  T.  F.  Morris 

3c  T.  F.  IVIorris 
5c  T.  F.  Morris 


By  the  Bureau  of  Engraving  and  Printing 


Lyman  F.  Ellis  & 
(B) 

Tames  Kennedy 
(self) 


E.  M.  Hall 
(self) 


IOC  T.  F.  Morris 
30c  T.  F.  Morris 
50C  T.  F.  Morris 


L.  F.  Ellis 


L.  F.  Ellis 

1895 

Thomas  F.  Morris  was  the  designer.  For  lettering  and  scrolls  further  Information  is  desired. 


Further  information  is  desired. 
Information  is  desired. 
Information  is  desired. 


1910-12 

IOC 

E.  E.  Myers 
(self) 

1914-15 

1916 

1917-23 


Information  is  desired. 


(To  be  Continued.) 
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The 


E^P  Society  Catalo 
Essays  and  Proofs 


Actually  Seen  by  the  Catalog  Committee 

George  W.  Caldwell,  Chairman 

All  essay  and  proof  numbers  are  based  on  Scott’s  Standard  Postage  Stamp  Catalogue 
numbers  with  suffix  of  E for  Essay  and  P for  Proof,  plus  a capital  letter  for  each  design 
and  a small  lower  case  letter  for  varieties.  Illustrations  are  Ip2  natural  size. 

Our  Definitions.  See  Journal  No.  i,  p.  31. 

Color  numbers  are  from  Ridgway’s  Color  Standards,  with  Brazer’s  color  names.  See 
Journal  No.  i,  p.  34.  The  previously  named  dismal  set  are  now  named  dingy. 

Values  where  given  are  about  20%  above  current  retail  prices.  Pricing  is  relative 

The  Committee  will  welcome  any  information  as  to  values  of  items  listed  and  submis- 
sions for  listing  and  illustration  of  all  foreign  essays  and  proofs  not  previously  listed 
herein,  and  also  any  U.  S.  essays  and  proofs  not  now  listed  in  Brazer's  nor  Scott’s  U.  S. 
catalogs.  Submissions  should  be  sent  by  registered  mail  with  self  addressed  and  stamped 
envelope  for  return.  It  is  hoped  that  we  may  gradually  accumulate  a list  of  all  known  in 
private  ownership. 

Identifications  may  be  given  by  number  only,  thus — 87E-A  3 i/i,  which  can  be  trans- 
lated into  correct  color  name  by  use  of  chart  on  page  38  of  Journal  No.  i. 

Note — India  paper  when  printed  is  pressed  on  card  board  backing  and  many  impres- 
sions are  found  adhering  to  this  original  cardboard  backing.  All  listings  are  imperforate 
unless  otherwise  stated. 


C — Canceled 
E — Essay 
P — Proof 

N — Normal  color  proof 
TC — Trial  Color  proof 
S — Specimen  overprint, 
plus  type  A,  etc. 
V. — vertical  reading  up 


ABBREVIATIONS 
h. — horizontal 
d. — diagonal 
t. — top 

b.  — bottom 

c.  — center 
1. — left 

r. — right 

1 — die  print  large  margins 


2 —  die  print  small  margins 

3 —  plate  print  on  India  paper 

4 —  plate  print  on  cardboard 

5 —  plate  print  on  stamp  paper 

imperf. 

6 —  plate  print  on  stamp  paper 

perf. 

7 —  plate  print  on  experimental 

paper 


Switzerlamd 

(Continued  from  Journal  No.  38.) 


129E-I 

129E-I.  10  Centimes. 

2.  Artist’s  preliminary  pencil  sketch 
on  21  f/3  dingy  faint  o-y-yellow 
wove  paper  about  27  x 30  mm. 


Size  of  design  not  including  simuu- 
lated  perforations  about  19  x 25 
mm.  (Unique)  


129EJ 
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10  Centimes. 

1.  Artist’s  completed  model  on  21 
f/3  dingy  faint  o-y-yellow  wove  pa- 
per about  59  X 50  mm.  Top  margin 
trimmed  close  to  design.  Size  of  de- 
sign not  including  simulated  perfo- 
rations about  29  X 35  mm.  Design 
is  in  pencil  except  vignette  which 
is  in  black  ink  wash. 

(Unique)  


139E-A 

139E-A.  50  Centimes. 

1.  Intaglio  die  essay  on  chalky  paper 
.005"  thick  57  x 60  mm.  Size  of 
design  not  including  cutting  line 

2 7 1/2  X 3Sy2  mm.  

5.  Plate  essays  on  hard  smooth  paper. 

5 j/1  dim  V.  deep  0-0-red  

5 k/2  dull  dark  0-0-red 

(bronze)  

11  k/5  gloomy  dark  orange  

11  m/5  gloomy  dusky 

orange  

35  m/0  dusky  green 

(bronze)  

49  j/2  dull  V.  deep  blue  


139E-B 


139E-B.  50  Centimes. 

2.  Die  essays  in  smaller  format  18i/^ 
X 221/^  mm;  otherwise  exactly 
same  design  as  139E-A.  On  hard 
smooth  paper. 

11  m/5  gloomy  dusky 

orange  


13  k/3  dingy  dark  o-y- 
o range 

49  i/2  dull  deep  blue 


Oath  of  Rnetli 
131E-K 


131E-K.  15  Centimes. 

2.  Intaglio  die  essays. 

a.  On  cardboard  .005"  thick. 

5 k/1  dim  dark  0-0-red  2.00 

49  i/2  dull  deep  blue  2.00 

b.  On  cardboard  .00  6"  thick. 

3 h/1  dim  m.  deep  o-red  2.00 

9 m/2  dull  dusky  o-r- 

orange  2.00 

23  h/0  m.  deep  yellow  2.00 

23  i/0  deep  yellow  2.00 

23  i/1  dim  deep  yellow  2.00 

49  k/5  gloomy  dark  blue  2.00 

c.  On  cardboard  .007"  thick. 

9 1/2  dull  V.  dark  o-r- 

orange  2.00 

13  -/3  dingy  o-y-orange  2.00 

49  m/2  dull  dusky  blue  2.00 

69  0/5  black  2.00 

d.  On  cardboard  .008"  thick. 

17  m/4  smoky  dusky  y-y- 

orange  2.00 


144E-A 


144aE-A 


William  & W’^alter  Tell 
144E-A.  1 Pi*anc. 

2.  Die  essay  on  cardboard  .006"  thick, 
stamp  size,  37  m/2  dull  dusky 
g-b-green  frame  and  vignette  2.00 
144aE-A.  5 Francs. 

2.  Die  essays  on  cardboard  .006" 
thick,  stamp  size,  5 b/0  light  0-0- 
red  frame  and  69  o/5  black  vig- 
nette 2.00 
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3 7 m/2  dull  dusky  g-b- 
green  frame  and 
5 i/1  dim  deep 

0-0-red  vignette  2.00 

41  m/0  dusky  b-b-green 
frame  and  9 k/1 
dim  dark  o-r- 
orange  vignette  2.00 


Senipach  Essay 
144E-B 


144E-B.  1 Franc. 

2a.  Die  essay  on  cardboard  .006" 
thick,  stamp  size. 

37  n/0  V.  dusky  g-b-green 
frame  and  11  o/2 
dull  black  orange 
vignette  2.00 

b.  On  cardboard  .0  07"  thick,  stamp 
size. 

9 k/1  dim  dark  o-r-orange 
frame  and  69  o/5 
black  vignette  2.00 


144aE-B 


144aE-B.  5 Francs. 

2a.  Die  essay  on  cardboard  .006" 
thick,  stamp  size. 

3 7 n/0  V.  dusky  g-b-green 
frame  and  11  o/2 
dull  black  orange 
vignette  2.00 

b.  On  cardboard  .007"  thick,  stamp 
size. 

5 k/2  dull  dark  o-o-red 
frame  and  69  o/5 
black  vignette  2.00 


Cross  & Figure  of  Value 
1 20E-K 

129E-K.  10  Centimes. 

2.  Die  essay  on  cardboard  .007"  thick 
stamp  size. 

5 m/1  dim  dusky  o-o-red  2.00 


Tell  ( bapel 
133E-C 

lo3E-C.  25  Centimes. 

1.  Die  essay  on  vertical  laid  paper. 
Approximately  9 laid  lines  per  10 
mm.  battone  lines  on  approximate- 


ly 27  mm.  centers. 

Design  is  stamp  size. 

11  1/1  dim  V.  dark  orange  4.00 

2.  On  cardboard  .00  6"  thick. 

2 5 11/ 4 smoky  dusky  y-g- 

yellow  2.00 

33  m/0  dusky  g-y-green  2.00 

3 7 m/3  dingy  g-b-green  2.00 


Rnetli  Essay 
139E-C 


The  Essay  Proof  Journal  No.  40 


231 


i;59K-C.  50  Ccntinios. 

2a.  Intaglio  die  essay  on  vertical  laid 
paper.  Approximately  9 laid  lines 


per  10  mm. 

11  j/1  dim  V.  deep  orange  2.00 

b.  On  cardboard  .007"  thick. 

3 i/1  dim  deep  o-red  2.00 

c.  On  cardboard  .006"  thick. 

13  i/2  dull  deep  o-y-orange  2.00 
49  i/4  smoky  deep  blue  2.00 

St.  Gotthard  Railroad 


Ry  Orell  Fussli,  Inc.,  Zurich. 

1932.  Designed  and  engraved  by  Karl 
Bickel,  Wallenstadtberg.  Printed 
directly  on  21  g/2  dull  v.  faint 
o-y-yellow  cardboard  .007"  thick 
145  X 104  mm.  Die  sinkage  about 
54  X 62  mm. 

These  die  proofs  are  from  booklets 
issued  by  the  Director  General  of 
Posts  for  distribution  to  officials 
and  other  dignitaries  on  the  50th 
anniversary  of  the  completion  of 
the  St.  Gotthard  Railroad. 


21()P.  10  Centimes. 

1.15  m/1  dim  dusky  y- 

o range  

2171*.  20  Centimes. 

1.  3-/0  o-red  

218P.  30  Centimes. 

1.  49  m/0  dusky  blue  

Aarau  Block 

1938.  By  Postal  Printing  Plant. 

Characteristics  common  to  all  5 pro- 
gress essays  and  the  proof  listed  below 
are  not  repeated  in  the  individual  list- 
ings. These  are  as  follows: 

20  Centimes  pair  intaglio  printed 
in  5 i/0  deep  0-0-red. 

Airmail  impression  typographed. 
Paper  unwatermarked,  chalky  sur- 
face, granite  (red  & blue  fibers), 
about  82  X 95  mm  not  including 
perforations. 

Perforated  11%. 

Smooth  gum. 

Specimen  overprint  in  red  on  20 
Centimes  pair  and  in  blue  on  air- 
mail. 


242ES-A 


242ES-B 
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242ES-C 


242ES-D 


/ OSH 


Sfu/fymt  &h.ite  mfwnne  a.fir'm. 


242ES-E 


242P 


242ES-A().  Numbered  1 at  upper  left, 
common  characteristics  only.  See 

above  note  

242ES-I5(J.  Numbered  2 at  upper  left. 

49  e/4  smoky  v.  pale  l)lue  

242ES-CCi.  Numbered  3 at  upper  left. 

49  m/1  dim  dusky  blue  

242ES-I)(i.  Numbered  4 at  upper  left. 

4 9 e/4  smoky  v.  i)ale  blue  and 
49  m/1  dim  dusky  blue  


242ES-E(>.  Numbered  5 at  upper  left. 
Inscriptional  border,  value  and 
canceling  bars  designed  by  H. 
Schreyer,  Bern. 

11  i/5  gloomy  deep  orange  

242P(>.  Numbered  6 at  upper  left. 

4 9 e/4  smoky  v.  pale  blue. 

49  m/1  dim  dusky  blue  and 

11  i/5  gloomy  deep  orange 


The  Essay  Proof  Journal  No.  40 


233 


Seini-rostals 
Zurich  IJlock 

By  Orell  Fussli  Inc.,  Zurich 

1943. 

15131.  Vignette  designed  by  Albert  Yer- 
sin,  Lutry.  Inscriptional  border  by 
Orell  Fussli,  Inc.  Progress  plate 
essays  and  proof  lithographed  on 
iinwatermarked  paper  71  x 76  mm. 
No  gum. 

I5131E-A5.  Alternate  single  and  double 
horizontal  background  lines  (lack 
of  definition  prevents  illustrating). 

1 d/0  pale  red  


- '-cHvv 

! A !>>,  ,\A'5„-hA;  SiiK-'U: 

!!-  !<!  AKr  ;T-  ■ A'iSs!  t~  )% 


B131E-B 

B5.  Reverse  side  with  inscription  as 
seen  on  the  issued  blocks. 

5 d/4  smoky  pale  0-0-red  


B131E-C 

Co.  69  0/5  black 


B131P 

B131P5.  Completed  proof  with  impres- 
sion of  B131E-B  on  reverse. 

1 d/0  pale  red,  69  o/5  black  and 
on  reverse 

5 d/4  smoky  pale  0-0-red 

Basel  Block 

By  Postal  Printing  Plant 

1945. 

B144.  Designed  by  Eugen  and  Max 
Lenz,  Zurich.  Progress  plate  es- 
says and  proof  typographed  on  un- 
watermarked granite  paper  8 4 x 
76  mm.  gummed. 

B144E-A5.  Albino  embossed  doves  

B144E-B 

B5.  69  0/5  black  

B144E-C 

Co.  3 k/0  dark  o-red  

B144E-D 

Do.  Doves  not  embossed. 

1 c/4  smoky  v.  light  red  

B144E-E 

Eo.  Reverse  side  inscription  as  seen 
on  the  issued  blocks. 

1 c/4  smoky  v.  light  red  

Fo.  Same  as  D5  but  with  E5  on  re- 
verse doves  not  embossed. 

1 c/4  smoky  v.  light  red  
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B144E-B 


B144E-C 


' OSKny  . V»bfer»s  * V^tewtf! 

t<:  m i¥.  - «.  XII.  tm 

Pmh  Prm  j fmtzo*.  Fr< 


... 


1^  J 


B144E-D 


B144E-E 


(To  be  continued.) 


Mueller  Catalog  of  Switzerlaud  & Tiecliteiistein 

A Review 

Mueller-Katalog  1954:  Schweiz/Liechtenstein.  Published  by  Ernst  Mueller,  Basle,. 
Switzerland;  276  pp.  heavy  paper  covers;  price  Sw.  Fes.  2. 

I'his  ever-popular  specialized  catalog,  now  in  its  23rd  year,  contains  much  informa- 
tion in  which  philatelists  are  interested.  Its  arrangement,  selection  of  type  faces  and 
compactness,  make  it  a very  handy  manual.  Its  Index,  Symbols  and  Terms  of  Sale  are  in 
German,  French  and  English.  The  body  of  the  catalog  is  in  German,  hut  this  should 
not  prove  too  difficult  for  the  English  reader.  A new  feature  in  this  edition,  is  the  inclu- 
sion of  conversion  tables  whereby  Scott,  Mueller  and  Zumstein  catalog  numbers  may  be- 
instantly  associated. 

We  recommend  this  catalog. — G.  W.  C. 
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Or,  Julian  Blancliard  Honored 
By  Lansdowne  Stamp  Club 

The  Merit  Award  Committee  of  the  Lansdowne  Stamp  Club,  has  selected  Dr. 
Blanchard  of  our  Society  as  the  outstanding  speaker  among  those  who  appeared  on  its 
1952-53  Program  and  has  presented  him  with  its  Annual  Merit  Award  Certificate.  His 
subject  was  “Paper  Money  from  the  Viewpoint  of  Philately.”  Among  those  who  are 
familiar  with  the  character  of  the  Lansdowne  Club  and  the  high  level  of  its  guest  speak- 
ers, this  annual  award  is  regarded  very  highly.  The  Committee  in  making  its  selection, 
gives  careful  consideration  to  how  well  the  speaker  demonstrated  a comprehensive  knowl- 
edge of  his  subject  and  the  extent  to  which  he  stimulated  interest  in  his  audience.  We 
congratulate  our  fellow  member. 

Others  in  our  Society  who  have  been  so  honored  by  the  Lansdowne  Club  during 
past  years — the  sequence  is  alphabetical — are  Dr.  Clarence  W.  Brazer,  George  W.  Cald- 
well, Frank  A.  Hollowbush,  Joseph  Mandos,  Dr.  Stephen  G.  Rich  and  Chester  A. 
Smeltzer. — G.  W.  C. 


E.  P.  S.  1953  Convention  Dinner 

The  1953  Convention  Dinner  of  the  Essay  Proof  Society  was  held  at  the  New  York 
Athletic  Club,  under  the  management  of  George  B.  Wray,  Chairman  of  the  Committee 
on  Arrangements.  Members  and  guests  present  were:  Solomon  Altmann,  Julian 
Blanchard,  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Clarence  W.  Brazer,  John  Britt,  Mrs.  Brown,  Alan  Fernald, 
Falk  Finkelburg,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Henry  Gates,  Julian  Gros,  Albert  H.  Higgins,  Joseph 
Mandos,  Kenneth  Minuse,  Thomas  F.  Morris,  Robert  J.  Plass  (California),  Stephen  G. 
Rich,  Phillip  Rochlin,  George  B.  Wray.  Presiding  at  the  dinner  was  the  newly  elected 
President,  Henry  Gates. 

After  the  dinner  was  finished  and  the  table  cleared,  the  Toastmaster  announced  that 
there  would  be  a presentation  of  the  awards  won  by  members  of  the  Society  in  the  Essay 
Proof  Section  of  the  S.  P.  A.  Exhibition  at  Tampa.  Retiring  President  Joseph  Mandos 
then  presented  to  John  Britt  the  trophy  that  he  had  offered  for  the  best  foreign  exhibit 
of  Essays  and  Proofs.  Mr.  Britt’s  winning  entry  consisted  of  six  frames  of  selected  pages 
of  Air  Mail  Essays  and  Proofs  of  France  and  Colonies.  This  handsome  trophy  (illus- 
trated in  Journal  No.  39,  page  164)  is  to  become  the  permanent  property  of  the  first 
contestant  to  win  it  three  times. 

Next,  the  Stephen  G.  Rich  Trophy,  a large,  beautifully  designed  plaque,  was  pre- 
sented by  its  donor  to  Julian  F.  Gros  for  the  best  U.  S.  exhibit,  which  consisted  of  four 
frames  of  U.  S.  1861  Essays  and  Proofs. 

The  donor  of  the  next  award  not  being  present.  Toastmaster  Gates  presented  to 
Thomas  F.  Morris  the  Arthur  Beckwith  special  award,  another  large  and  beautiful 
trophy,  for  the  best  British  Empire  entry.  This  was  a showing  of  four  frames  of  19th 
Century  Essays  and  Proofs  of  Canada. 

The  corresponding  Certificates  of  Award  were  also  presented  along  with  the  above 
trophies.  Included  with  these  Avas  a Certificate  to  Dr.  Julian  Blanchard  to  accompany 
the  Gold  Medal  which  he  had  already  received  from  S.  P.  A.  for  his  exhibit,  consisting  of 
four  frames  of  U.  S.  Essays  and  Proofs  of  Stamps  and  Paper  Money  having  identical  or 
similar  designs. 

At  the  conclusion  of  these  ceremonies,  Tom  Morris  spoke  on  the  work  of  the  Society 
and  its  future,  paying  particular  tribute  to  those  who  have  been  responsible  for  the 
Journal.  (These  remarks  will  be  found  in  another  place.)  Dr.  Clarence  Brazer  then 
■closed  a most  enjoyable  evening  with  a talk  about  his  interest  in  Essays  and  Proofs.  He 
spoke  particularly  of  the  styles  of  different  engravers  and  how  they  often  work  together, 
using  each  other’s  ideas  and  criticisms  to  bring  their  art  to  perfection. 
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Meoiarks  Iby  Xlhomtias  F,  Morris  at  Conveotioii  JDiimer 

(From  a draft  afterwards  supplied  by  the  speaker. — Editor.) 

I would  like  to  talk  a little  on  the  work  of  the  Society  and  those  whose  responsibility 
it  has  been  to  produce  this  Journal  of  ours. 

The  Society  started  with  a nucleus  of  a few  members.  The  Journal  was  the  brain 
child  of  Dr.  Brazer,  and  it  was  a success  from  the  very  beginning.  Through  his  long 
service  as  Editor  he  really  brought  Essays  and  Proofs  to  the  attention  of  the  philatelic 
world.  Most  of  us  here  get  the  magazine  and  take  it  for  granted,  but  I wonder  how  many 
know  of  the  long  hours  of  research  that  have  been  spent  on  certain  articles,  as  well  as 
the  work  of  writing  and  finally  putting  them  in  final  form  for  publication.  It  is  not  an 
easy  matter  to  prepare  each  issue  you  get.  I have  had  a little  experience  myself,  for 
one  solid  year  has  been  spent  in  preparing  the  Marcus  Baldwin  biography  currently 
appearing  in  the  Journal,  and  there  will  be  more  than  6 months  work  yet  to  finish  it. 
It  is  not  fun  I can  tell  you;  it  means  real  hard  work.  I have  had  some  slight  experience 
with  regard  to  the  effort  involved,  such  as  finding  suitable  material  for  cuts  illustrating 
the  story.  And  when  it  comes  to  writing,  it  often  takes  hours  of  thinking  on  one  particu- 
lar subject.  Now  an  editor’s  job  is  not  just  assembling  the  material  and  turning  it  over 
to  a printer.  He  has  to  see  that  it  is  as  nearly  100  percent  correct  as  possible — in  the 
statements  made,  in  the  English  composition,  etc.  In  my  own  case,  not  being  an  English 
scholar,  had  it  not  been  for  Julian  Blanchard’s  help  I am  afraid  there  would  have  been 
found  many  errors  In  English.  I gave  the  story  to  a Harvard  English  scholar  when  the 
first  chapter  came  out  and  he  looked  for  errors,  but  thanks  to  Julian  Blanchard  he  found 
none;  he  was  gracious  enough  to  say  that  it  was  one  of  the  best  composed  and  most 
clearly  stated  pieces  of  biographical  material  he  had  read  in  a long  time.  So  there  are 
those  who  work  behind  the  scenes  without  any  idea  of  compensation,  but  simply  In  the 
Interests  of  the  Society  so  that  you  may  have  the  benefits  of  their  knowledge. 

I do  not  know  whether,  at  any  previous  meetings  of  this  group.  Dr.  Clarence  Brazer 
has  been  honored  openly  and  thanked  sufficiently  for  the  work  he  did  and  is  still  doing. 
We  owe  an  incalculable  debt  of  gratitude  to  him  for  his  labors  on  behalf  of  our  Society. 
Therefore,  it  is  my  intention  to  propose  and  recommend  to  the  Board  of  Directors  at  Its 
next  meeting  that  Dr.  Brazer  be  honored  with  a Life  Membership  in  the  Essay  Proof 
Society. 

Then  I also  want  to  pay  honor  to  Dr.  Julian  Blanchard  who  followed  Dr.  Brazer  in 
his  footsteps  as  Editor.  He  did  a most  magnificent  job  and  we  are  grateful  to  him  also. 
We  now  have  Prescott  Thorp  directing  the  editorial  work,  and  he  too  can  be  congratu- 
lated on  the  high  plane  he  has  continued  the  Journal. 

Then  there  are  others  who  have  worked  unstintingly  for  the  good  of  the  Society, 
and  I wish  to  particularly  mention  our  good  friend  Chester  Smeltzer. 

My  very  sincere  congratulations  go  to  the  new  slate  of  officers  who  take  over  the 
affairs  of  this  Society.  I am  particularly  pleased  that  you  have  chosen  Henry  Gates  as 
your  President.  He  has  my  full  confidence  and  I know  that  he  enjoys  yours.  He  Is  a 
student,  and  well  qualified  to  head  our  group.  I promise  to  give  him  my  full  cooperation, 
and  I know  that  he  will  be  successful. 

I think  the  most  important  things  we  have  to  consider  in  the  coming  year  are  how 
we  can  keep  this  Society  going,  retain  our  prestige  in  giving  our  members  the  same  type 
of  publication,  and  keep  out  of  the  red  and  our  heads  above  water.  We  have  over  the 
years  done  a most  magnificent  job,  primarily  through  the  efforts  of  Dr.  Brazer,  Dr. 
Blanchard,  and  now  our  present  Editor,  Pep  Thorp.  Sure,  everyone  wants  the  Society 
to  continue,  but  there  are  only  a few  who  give  of  their  time  and  of  their  money.  I am 
sure  of  this,  that  unless  we  get  at  least  two  hundred  more  members  we  are  sunk,  or 
unless  you  fellows  and  others  dig  down  in  your  pockets  and  put  up  some  additional 
money.  As  Chairman  of  Recruiting,  more  than  a year  ago,  I personally  sent  out  about 
175  letters  to  a selected  group  of  philatelists  throughout  the  country.  The  results  were 
zero.  Last  year  we  spent  over  $40.00  in  advertising  in  several  philatelic  magazines  and 
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got  five  new  members  from  this  advertising;  it  will  take  two  years  before  we  break  even 
on  that.  We  are  at  our  wit’s  end  as  to  what  to  do  to  bolster  our  membership.  We  have 
tried  our  hardest  to  give  you  the  best  articles  that  our  minds  can  develop,  and  I feel 
that  we  have  done  our  part  and  we  will  continue  to  do  our  best  to  carry  on,  but  we  do 
need  help  and  only  the  membership  can  supply  this.  Why  can’t  each  one  of  us  manage 
to  get  one  additional  member  during  the  coming  year? 

Let  me  tell  you  of  Julian  Blanchard’s  experience  a few  months  ago  at  Columbus, 
Oh  io.  He  was  invited  by  Mr.  Clarence  Miller,  one  of  our  old  New  York  City  members, 
to  give  a talk  to  the  Columbus  Stamp  Club  on  his  beloved  subject  of  stamps  and  paper 
money,  including  proofs  and  collateral  material,  as  well  as  on  the  Essay  Proof  Journal. 
He  so  enthused  the  group  before  whom  he  spoke  that  when  he  left  that  meeting  he 
brought  back  five  applications  for  membership.  I know  this  is  a fine  avenue  of  approach 
and  indicates  what  can  be  accomplished  when  one  is  as  enthusiastic  as  our  good  friend 
Julian.  Another  avenue  would  be  to  show  your  material  at  all  exhibitions  throughout 
the  country  and  get  the  out-of-town  philatelists  talking  about  Essays  and  Proofs.  Per- 
haps there  are  other  means,  and  if  any  one  here  has  any  suggestions  he  should  either 
write  to  the  President  or  tell  someone  else  of  his  ideas,  and  certainly  we  will  consider 
them  and  do  what  we  can  if  they  are  workable. 

It  is  truly  remarkable  that  we  have  carried  on  thus  far  and  produced  the  finest  phila- 
telic magazine  in  America  today  with  so  little  financial  backing. 

The  Teeth  Aeeeal  Coeveetioe  of  the 

Essays  Proof  Society 

New  York,  New  York,  September  19,  1953 

Mimiiites  and  IReports  of  Officers  and  Committees 

Essay‘d  Proof  Society 

Mimates  of  Arniaal  Convemtioii  Sept.  19,  1953 

President  Mandos  called  the  convention  to  order  at  3 p.  m.,  Saturday,  Sept.  19,  I953» 
at  the  Collectors  Club,  New  York,  N.  Y.  At  his  direction  the  Secretary  read  the  Con- 
vention Call. 

President  Mandos  appointed  the  Credentials  Committee.  For  this  Committee,  Mr. 
Higgins  as  chairman  reported  that  17  members  in  good  standing  were  present:  that  a 
quorum  existed.  The  President  thereupon  declared  the  Convention  open  for  business. 

On  motion  duly  carried,  reading  of  the  minutes  of  the  1952  Convention,  published  in 
the  Journal,  was  waived,  with  the  printed  version  approved. 

President  Mandos  appointed  Messrs.  K.  Minuse,  R.  Plass  and  S.  Altmann  as  Nomi- 
nating Committee  to  name  candidates  for  the  expired  terms  on  the  Board  of  Directors. 

Appointment  of  standing  committees  and  of  special  committees  was  laid  over,  by  con- 
sent, to  the  later  part  of  the  convention,  after  the  usual  recess. 

Reports  were  then  presented,  as  follows: 

By  the  President.  Read  and  accepted  by  acclamation. 

By  2nd  Vice-President  Caldwell.  Read  and  accepted  with  thanks  on  motion  duly 
carried. 

By  Secretary:  Taken  as  read,  because  presented  in  Board  meeting. 

By  Treasurer.  Taken  as  read,  but  supplemented  by  analysis  now  presented,  showing 
a net  increase  in  funds  in  hand  of  $335.03  for  the  year  just  ended.  On  motion  duly  car- 
ried, accepted  with  thanks. 

By  Auditing  Committee.  Read  and  accepted  on  motion  duly  carried. 

By  Board  Recorder.  Read  and  accepted  on  motion  duly  carried. 
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By  Catalog  Committee,  presented  by  Chairman  Caldwell.  Read,  and  accepted  on 
motion  duly  carried. 

By  Exhibition  Committee,  presented  by  Chairman  Wray.  Read,  and  accepted  on 
motion  duly  carried. 

By  Finance  Committee,  presented  by  Chairman  Morris.  Read,  and  accepted  on 
motion  duly  carried. 

By  Recruiting  Committee,  presented  by  Chairman  Morris.  Read,  and  accepted  on 
motion  duly  carried. 

By  Editor  Thorp.  Read,  and  accepted  on  motion  duly  carried. 

By  the  Editorial  Board,  presented  by  Chairman  Brazer.  Read,  and  accepted  on  motion 
duly  carried. 

By  Librarian  Altmann.  Read,  and  discussed  with  reference  to  the  material  missing  in 
1952  and  still  not  all  found;  statement  was  definitely  made  that  none  of  this  material 
had  accidentally  become  confused  with  that  of  the  Collectors  Club  during  the  rebuilding 
of  the  third  floor  rear  room  of  the  clubhouse,  where  it  had  been  stored,  in  1952.  On 
motion  duly  carried,  the  report  was  accepted. 

By  the  Nominating  Committee,  presented  by  Chairman  Minuse.  The  slate  of  nomi- 
nees for  Directorships  is: 

IVIessrs.  Gros,  Morris,  Smeltzer  and  Gates. 

On  motions  duly  carried,  the  nominations  were  closed,  the  report  of  the  committee 
accepted,  and  the  Secretary  directed  to  cast  a single  ballot  for  the  four  nominees. 

On  motion  duly  carried,  the  Convention  recessed  at  4 p.  m. 

At  4.30  p.  m..  President  Mandos  called  the  Convention  into  session  again,  stating 
that  the  Board  of  Directors  had  met,  elected  officers  for  the  year  and  handled  all  other 
unfinished  business. 

Mr.  Wray  then  announced  final  arrangements  for  the  dinner  to  follow  the  Con- 
vention. 

Announcement  was  further  made,  by  Mr.  Rich,  about  the  Philatex  stamp  exhibition, 
to  be  held  in  Newark,  N.  J.  in  connection  with  the  coming  American  Philatelic  Congress, 
with  a special  section  for  Essays  and  Proofs.  A number  of  members  took  prospecti  and 
entry  forms. 

President  Mandos  then  reported  the  new  officers  elected,  and  turned  over  the  chair 
to  President  Gates. 

By  acclamation,  a vote  of  thanks  was  tendered  to  Mr.  Mandos  for  his  work  when 
President. 

The  Recorder  stated  that  no  old  business  remained  to  be  handled  by  the  Convention 
and  that  no  new  business  had  been  brought  in. 

Whereupon  the  Resolutions  Committee,  by  Mr.  Rich  as  Chairman,  reported  two 
resolutions : 

Thanks  to  the  Collectors  Club  for  their  hospitality  in  furnishing  us  with  quarters  for 
this  Convention  and  facilities  for  exhibiting  during  our  gathering. 

Thanks  to  the  outgoing  officers  for  the  efficient  and  diligent  conduct  of  the  Society’s 
affairs. 

A motion  was  made  and  carried,  that  the  Society  take  two  frames  at  the  show  in 
NeAvark,  for  a Society  exhibit.  Mr.  Morris  accepted  charge  of  this. 

Whereupon,  on  motion  duly  carried,  the  Convention  adjourned  sine  die  at  5-25  P-  tn* 

Stephen  G.  Rich,  Recorder. 

“Meport  of  tlie  Fresidemt’’ 

The  biggest  medium  to  advertise  the  Essay  Proof  Society  has  been  the  existence  of 
the  Essay  Proof  Journal,  which  to  some  is  all  that  is  necessary  to  perpetuate  our  Society. 
Although  the  journal  has  been  an  Important  means  of  bringing  members  into  our  fold  it 
is  my  opinion,  we  have,  to  a degree,  neglected  another  important  means  of  obtaining  new 
members  and  also  publicizing  the  Society.  A very  few  of  us  seem  to  realize  that  if  we 
exhibit  our  essays  and  proofs  in  various  stamp  exhibitions  throughout  the  country,  it  will 
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do  a tremendous  amount  of  good  to  make  popular  the  field  of  collecting  we  have  chosen, 
and  1 say  a few  because  in  the  past  four  years  it  has  been  the  same  old  stand-bys  who  have 
entered  essays  and  proofs  in  exhibitions,  yes,  the  same  old  crowd  amounting  to  about  ten 
of  our  members.  We  have  an  average  membership  of  400,  therefore  it  seems  rather 
strange  that  only  such  a small  amount  answers  the  call,  a call  to  exhibit  their  material 
which  if  done  will  publicize  essays,  proofs  and  related  material.  I have  had  the  oppor- 
tunity on  many  occasions  while  attending  exhibitions  just  to  lay  back  a bit  and  watch 
people  stop  and  admire  the  various  frames  of  essays,  proofs,  artist  drawings  and  other 
items  a proof  collector  has.  Invariably  they  stop  at  these  frames  the  longest  of  any,  at 
least  long  enough  to  make  me  wonder  whether  this  person  or  that  contemplates  collecting 
essays  and  proofs.  The  important  thing  is  that  the  collector  who  has  exhibited  his  col- 
lection of  essays  and  proofs  or  a part  of  it  may  have  instilled  in  the  minds  of  many  that 
these  are  collectable  items.  They  offer  a key  to  solution  of  many  stamp  problems,  they 
provide  beauty  and  show  in  many  ways  the  intricate  method  used  in  the  manufacture  of 
a stamp  or  the  design  shown  upon  it. 

In  the  past  the  Essay  Proof  Society  has  made  it  a practice  to  exhibit  in  the  exhibitions 
provided  by  the  American  Philatelic  Society  and  it  seemed  these  were  sufficient  to  do  the 
publicity  job  for  the  Society,  at  least  in  a philatelic  society  that  is  nationally  known. 
I feel  that  it  is  most  important  that  we  also  have  exhibits  of  essays  and  proofs  in  another 
major  philatelic  society,  the  Society  of  Philatelic  Americans  or  in  fact  any  of  the  other 
well  known  exhibitions  that  are  held  annually.  By  so  doing  we  may  interest  others 
among  our  400  members  to  exhibit.  George  Linn,  in  an  editorial,  stated  that  if  we  could 
double  the  amount  of  stamp  collectors  your  5 cent  1847’s  would  practically  double  in 
value  and  so  with  essays  and  proofs.  If  we  could  double  the  amount  of  those  who  include 
essays  and  proofs  in  their  collections  we  would  not  only  increase  the  value  of  our  material,^ 
but  also  would  increase  knowledge  about  them,  for  each  new  collector  would  be  urged  to 
seek  out  data  about  the  particular  essays  and  proofs  he  has  selected.  Eventually,  it  is 
reasonable  to  believe  these  collectors  would  become  members  of  our  Society,  or  at  least 
subscribe  to  the  Essay  Proof  Journal  which  will  give  them  the  rudiments  in  collecting 
essays  and  proofs. 

I have  served  in  the  capacity  of  President  for  two  years  and  I have  enjoyed  every 
minute  of  it,  I have  been  associated  with  fine  gentlemen  and  indeed  fine  philatelists,  who 
have  always  been  eager  to  help  me  over  what  at  times  was  a rough  road.  I could  have 
done  a better  job  if  I could  have  been  in  closer  contact  with  the  chairman  of  each  com- 
mittee. The  fact  that  my  philatelic  responsibilities  to  other  organizations  prevented  me 
from  giving  full  time  to  helping  and  encouraging  these  various  chairmen.  Probably  they 
thought  my  interest  was  not  there — but  it  was,  I can  assure  you  of  that.  I have  learned 
that  to  hold  a responsible  position  in  an  organization,  you  must  not  have  too  many  masters 
and  I earnestly  hope  that  our  next  president  will  be  able  to  serve  one  master,  the  Essay 
Proof  Society.  I thank  all  members  of  our  society  for  the  kindness  accorded  me  and  to 
the  officers  and  committee  members,  thanks  a million  for  making  my  job  as  president 
a delightful  task.  I have  been  highly  honored  to  serve  you. 

Joseph  Mandos 

Report  of  the  2nd  Vice  President 

No  official  matters  have  been  referred  to  me  during  the  fiscal  year  just  closing — 
thanks  to  the  fine  work  of  President  Mandos  and  ist  Vice  President  Smeltzer.  Hence, 
I was  able  to  give  more  attention  to  my  duties  as  Eoreign  Editor  and  as  Chairman  of 
the  Catalog  Committee. 

In  last  year’s  report,  I stated,  among  other  things,  “We  must  emphasize  to  the 
simon-pure  stamp  collector  the  importance  of  our  specialty  in  the  attainment  of  that  goal 
commonly  denoted  as  completeness  in  philatelic  knowledge,”  As  a society,  we  are  not 
limited  to  the  mere  collecting  of  essays  and  proofs,  even  though  our  name  may  suggest 
such  limitation.  On  the  contrary,  our  objective  is  to  dispense  background  knowledge  with- 
out which  the  modern  collector  will  find  it  difficult  to  reach  that  point  where  his  fellows 
will  look  on  him  as  well  informed — even  as  an  authority. 
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Among  the  thousands  of  collectors,  many  of  whom  are  interested  in  getting  along  in 
the  philatelic  world,  we — just  400  of  us — are  but  a small  minority.  We  have  an  obliga- 
tion to  those  on  the  outside,  to  let  them  know  what  we  have  to  offer.  Not  merely  the 
finest  magazine  in  philately,  but  knowledge  which,  generally  speaking,  is  not  readily 
available  elsewhere. 

Think  it  over!  Act!  George  W.  Caldwell,  2nd  Vice  President 


Secretary’s  Report 


If  the  members  of  the  Society  will  review  the  quarterly  Reports  of  the  Secretary 
that  have  appeared  in  each  issue  of  the  Essay  Proof  Journal,  they  will  be  amazed  at  the 
amount  of  activity  in  our  membership  roll  in  the  period  of  one  year.  And  yet,  with  all  this 
activity,  the  net  gain  during  the  past  year  was  only  nine  members! 

A schedule  of  this  activity  is  given  in  summary  form  below: 


July 

1952 


Journal  Number  35 

Members  Admitted  10 

Applications  Received  7 

Resignations  ii 

Deceased  o 

Net  Membership  385 


October 

January 

April 

July 

1952 

1953 

1953 

1953 

36 

37 

38 

39 

7 

6 

14 

8 

6 

14 

8 

II 

4 

5 

I 

2 

5 

4 

3 

I 

382 

379 

389 

394 

It  will  be  noted  that  death  has  taken  a very  large  toll — thirteen  members  in  one 
year!  This  is  a grievous  loss,  but  unavoidable.  The  loss  through  resignations,  however, 
is  another  matter,  and  is  entirely  too  high — twelve  in  one  year!  And  this  only  reflects 
those  resignations  accepted  after  personal  appeals  for  reconsideration  made  by  member 
friends  have  succeeded  in  keeping  in  others. 

With  our  membership  dues  still  but  $5.00 — which  includes  a Journal  whose  standard 
and  quality  is  world-known — we  are  nevertheless  faced  with  the  fact  that  many  members 
are  lost,  apparently  because  of  their  reluctance  to  include  this  amount  in  their  budget. 

What  is  the  reason  such  an  important  phase  of  philately  as  essays  and  proofs  is  not 
supported  by  our  collectors?  Is  it  the  old  idea  of  “Let  George  do  it”?  Is  the  lack  of 
support  merely  one  of  economics — in  that  any  particular  Essay  Proof  Journal  can  be 
consulted  at  the  various  libraries  or  purchased  from  our  Society  by  any  person  interested 
and  the  dues  thus  saved?  Or  are  we  perhaps  stressing  United  States  essays  and  proofs 
too  much — many  of  which  are  known  to  be  above  the  reach  of  the  ordinary  collector — 
and  neglecting  to  appeal  to  the  many  collectors  of  foreign  stamps?  Perhaps  cheap  foreign 
essays  and  proofs  should  be  given  equal  space  with  those  of  the  United  States. 

During  the  past  year  two  efforts  were  made  through  the  medium  of  advertisements 
in  various  philatelic  publications  with  the  view  of  bringing  our  Society  to  the  notice  of 
philatelists  throughout  the  country.  In  these  advertisements  a sample  copy  of  the  Journal 
was  offered  merely  for  the  cost  of  the  postage  involved.  While  the  requests  for  our 
Journal  were  numerous,  each  request  was  answered  by  a personal  letter  from  the 
Secretary  and  an  application  blank  enclosed.  The  result,  however,  was  very  disappoint- 
ing, as  the  Chairman  of  the  Recruiting  Committee’s  report  shows. 

Perhaps  the  answer  to  our  drive  for  more  members  is  simply  the  plea  put  forward 
by  our  Managing  Editor  in  his  article  in  the  January  1953  number  entitled  “800  Proof”: 
Let  each  and  every  member  of  the  Society  get  another  member!  Let’s  try  it! 

A tabulation  of  membership  as  shown  in  each  July  issue  of  our  Journal  for  the 
past  six  years  follows: 


Year  1948  1949  I950  I95i  i952  1953 

Membership  492  486  41 1 39^  3^5  394 


Albert  H.  Higgins,  Secretary 
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Treasurer’s  Report 

To  the  President  and  Board  of  Directors  of  The  Essay  Proof  Society 
Gentlemen : 

Idle  statements  submitted  herewith  show  the  financial  condition  of  the  Society  at 
June  30,  1953,  and  its  operations  for  the  year  ended  on  that  date. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Julian  F.  Gros,  Treasurer 


Balance  Sheet  June  30,  1953 


Assets : 

Cash  in  hank  

Accounts  Receivable — Advertisers 
(Journals  Nos.  36-37  and  38) 
Total  Assets  


$2,046.22 

73.00 

$2,119.22 


Liabilities,  Etc.: 

Unearned  Dues  and  Subscriptions  1953-54  $ 91*50 

Unearned  Advertising  (Journals  Nos.  39-40  and  41)  67.50 


Total  Liabilities  $ 159.00 

Life  Membership  Fund  $ 100.00 

Library  Fund  107.30 

Editorship  Fund  420.00 


Total  Reserved  Funds  $ 627.30 

Unallocated  Surplus  $1,332.92 


Total 


Analysis  of  Cash  in  Bank 

General  Fund  

Life  Membership  Fund  

Library  Fund  


$2,119.22 


$1,418.92 
100.00 
$ 107.30 


Editorship  Fund  $2,046.22 

Statement  of  Operations  for  the  Year  Ending  June  30,  1953 

Income : 

Membership  Dues  1952-53  r--- $ 377-75 

Journal  Income: 

Subscriptions  to  Journal  for  members  $1,507.00 

Subscriptions  to  Journal  from  non-members  — 43*75 

Contributions  for  support  of  Journal  222.14 

Sales  of  Journals  271.75 

Advertising  Income  54^*35 


Total  Journal  Income  $2,592.99 


Total  Income  $2,970.74 

Deduct: 

Expenses : 

Stationery,  Postage  and  Mailing  $ 146.83 

Membership  Advertising  in  Philatelic  Journals  49.20 

Insurance  on  E.  P.  Journals  in  storage  22.40 


242 


The  Essay  Proof  Journal  No.  40 


Journal  Expenses: 

Printing  Journal  $1,481.52 

Photos  and  Engraving  790.89 

Typing  and  Proof  Reading  107.32 

Copyrights  20.00 

Binding  Journals  17.55 


Total  Journal  Expenses 


$2,417.28 


Total  Expenses 


$2,635.71 


Net  Gain  from  Operations  

Statement  of  Cash  Receipts  and  Disbursements  (General  Fund) 
For  the  Year  Ending  June  30,  1953 


Cash  in  Bank — July  i,  1952  

Cash  Received: 

Membership  Dues  1952-53  $ 365.50 

Membership  Dues  1953-54  (in  advance)  13.25 

Journal  Subscriptions  1952-53  1,477.75 

Journal  Subscriptions  1953-54  (in  advance)  78.25 

Contributions  for  support  of  Journal  222.14 

Sales  of  Journals  271.75 

Advertising  in  Journal  557-85 

From  Members  for  binding  Journals  48.75 

From  Members  for  Postage  and  Exchange  4.52 


$ 335-03 


$1,078.34 


Total  Cash  Received  $3)039.76 

Cash  Disbursed: 

Stationery,  Postage  and  Mailing  $ 146.83 

Membership  Advertising  in  Philatelic  Journals  49.20 

Insurance  on  E.  P.  Journals  in  storage  22.40 

Journal  Expenses  2,417.28 

Binding  of  Journals  for  Members  58.95 

Postage  and  Exchange  (Reimbursed  by  Members)  4.52 


Total  Cash  Disbursed 


2,699.18 


Excess  of  Receipts  Over  Disbursements 


340-58 


Cash  in  Bank — June  30,  1953  $1,418.92 

Contributors  to  the  General  Fund  for  1952-1953 


C I Brazer,  Clarence  W.  $ 5-00 

C 3 Gros,  Julian  F.  20.00 

C 4 Morris,  Thomas  F.  10.00 

C 12  Rich,  Stephen  G.  5-00 

C 15  Zervas,  Hans  G.  5-00 

C 16  Hennan,  Clarence  10.00 

C 21  Eisele,  Herman  5-00 

C 23  Church,  Charles  T.  5.00 

C 24  Hartwell,  Horace  F 5.00 

C 25  Altmann,  Solomon  5-00 

C 27  Bantham,  Albert  P.  5-00 


C 42  Smeltzer,  Chester  A.  5-00 

C 52  Costales,  Eugene,  N.  20.00 

C 60  Griswold,  Dean  Irwin  N.  5.00 

224  Percival,  Dr.  Milton  F.  5-00 

264  Webster,  T.  K.  5-00 

318  Caldwell,  George  W.  5.00 

375  Makepeace,  Colin  Mac  R.  5-00 

400  Thorp,  P.  H.  5-00 

405  Wellburn,  Gerald  E.  5.00 

436  Wray,  George  B.  5-00 

438  Mandos,  Joseph  10.00 
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491 

Britt,  John  J. 

5.00 

148 

Singmaster,  J.  Arthur  — . 

5.00 

546 

Smeltzer,  IVIary  E. 

5.00 

223 

Jumper,  B.  Filmore  

5.00 

549 

Bayley,  Walter  S.  

5.00 

682 

Caposella,  Fred  L.  

5.00 

603 

Jephcott,  C.  M.  

5.00 

709 

Bradley,  Ow'en  

2.14 

659 

Spalding,  Philip  

10.00 

719 

Kugelman,  Louis  D. 

5.00 

664 

Gurney,  Kent  W 

5.00 

C62 

Glaser,  Jacob  S.  

5.00 

$222.14 

141 

Little,  Jr.  Philip  

5.00 

Comments 

The  results  for  the  year  1952-1953  show  a net  gain  from  operations  of  $335.03. 

Our  contributions  reached  a total  of  $222.14,  a new  high  and  a gain  over  last  year 
of  $24.64. 

Sales  of  Journals  and  Bound  Volumes  are  very  much  less  than  last  year  and  shows 
a difference  or  loss  in  sales  of  $169.33. 

Another  slump  shows  up  in  our  Advertising  Account,  which  this  year  is  $136.65  less 
than  the  previous  one. 

For  the  past  few  years  I have  made  several  earnest  pleas  for  new  members.  We  have 
now  reached  the  final  stage.  If  we  are  to  survive  and  continue  to  publish  our  outstanding 
Journal,  which  is  giving  the  Philatelic  World  the  historical  background  of  their  stamps, 
a membership  increase  of  50%  is  necessary. 

Our  Editorial  Fund,  which  was  raised  in  1951  is  almost  exhausted.  It  is  down  to 
the  point  where  money  from  the  General  Fund  will  have  to  be  used  to  complete  the  current 
year. 

A word  to  the  wise  is  sufficient.  Just  ask  yourself — Are  you  doing  your  share? 

I would  also  like  to  take  this  opportunity  of  thanking  once  more  the  Contributing 
Members  for  the  sums  of  money  which  they  so  generously  contributed  during  the  year. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Julian  F.  Gros,  Treasurer 

Amditor’s  Report 

To  the  President  and  Board  of  Directors  of  The  Essay  Proof  Society 
Gentlemen : 

Pursuant  to  your  instructions,  the  Auditing  Committee  has  examined  the  books  and 
records  of  The  Essay  Proof  Society  for  the  year  ended  June  30,  1935)  and  find  them  to  be, 
in  general,  correctly  kept. 

The  Cash  Account  has  been  checked  and  reconciled,  and  the  disbursements  were 
found  to  be  satisfactorily  supported  by  vouchers. 

The  Advertising  Income  was  verified  with  the  advertising  carried  in  the  various 
issues  of  the  Journal. 

In  our  opinion,  the  Treasurer’s  report  is  correctly  prepared  and  is  an  accurate  state- 
ment of  the  affairs  of  the  Society  as  at  said  June  30,  1953,  and  of  its  operations  for  the 
period  then  ended. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

Auditing  Committee 

By  Charles  W.  Brooks,  Chairman 

Report  of  tlie  Jonriial  Editor 

When  undertaking  on  January  one  of  this  year  the  duties  of  editing  the  Essay  Proof 
Journal  I had  many  misgivings  of  just  what  I might  be  “sticking  my  neck  out  for.” 
Similar  undertakings  in  the  past  clearly  indicated  that  support  from  members  of  a society 
publishing  a periodical  would  be,  for  the  most  part,  auditory  rather  than  physical.  It 
was,  then,  an  agreeable  and  thrilling  surprise  to  discover  that  EPS  members  are  not  only 
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very  proud  of  their  Journal  but,  also,  that  they  go  to  considerable  trouble  to  assist  its 
publication  in  every  possible  way.  I wish  to  commend  and  thank  the  various  contributors 
to  the  Journal  for  their  prompt  and  meticulous  attention  to  closing  dates  and  their  gen- 
erous support.  Copy  has  always  found  its  way  to  my  desk  “on  time”  and  whenever  a 
special  request  went  out  for  some  hurry-up  chore  the  response  was  always  immediate 
and  complete. 

Such  enthusiasm  clearly  indicates  that  our  Journal  is  a thing  of  life  and  one  to  be 
continued. 

I wish  especially  to  thank  the  past  Editor,  Julian  Blanchard,  who,  though  resigning 
his  post,  has  continued  to  devote  many  hours  to  helping  the  present  Editor  carry  out  the 
high  ideals  which  have  been  standard  for  our  Journal.  And,  also,  I wish  to  publicly 
thank  our  Foreign  Editor,  George  Caldwell,  who  has  kept  a constant  flow  of  news 
items,  “shorts”  and  feature  articles,  as  well  as  an  enormous  amount  of  advance  copy  for 
the  Catalogue,  arriving  with  almost  every  mail.  I fear  I would  often  have  been  sore 
pressed  to  fill  our  pages  without  George  Caldwell’s  very  considerable  contributions.  So, 
too,  I must  not  overlook  the  constant  and  continuing  support  of  our  founder  Editor, 
Dr.  Clarence  W.  Brazer.  His  great  knowledge  of  the  subject  to  which  we  are  devoted 
continues  to  be  made  available  to  us  at  all  times  without  restraint. 

From  time  to  time  we  have  included  short  notes  intended  to  appraise  our  members 
of  the  pressing  need  to  increase  our  membership.  We  shall  continue  to  feature  similar 
exhortations  for  however  trite  the  phrase  “every  member  get  a member”  may  be,  it  does 
present  a basic  truism  which  may  not,  and  can  not,  be  denied.  Overnight  our  member- 
ship could  be  doubled  if  our  present  members  would  but  take  this  tenet  to  heart. 

The  Editor  wishes  to  also  express  the  appreciation  of  our  Society  for  our  adver- 
tisers who  have  continued  to  support  us  year  in  and  year  out.  It  is  hoped  that  our 
members  give  these  advertisements  the  careful  attention  they  are  so  deserving  of. 

During  the  brief  period  I have  enjoyed  the  high  privilege  of  editing  the  Essay  Proof 
Journal  I have  tried  to  maintain  the  high  standards  that  have  characterized  the  efforts 
in  the  past  and  will  continue  to  strive  towards  the  maintenance  of  these  standards  in 
the  future. 

Prescott  Holden  Thorp,  Editor 

Report  of  tlhe  Foreign  Editor 

Foreign  coverage  in  Journals  36-39,  the  scope  of  this  report,  was  proportionately 
less  than  during  the  previous  publication  year.  This  was  due  to  a greater  use  of  general 
articles  and  an  increase  in  U.  S.  items.  Again  we  emphasize  the  fact  that  the  editor 
can’t  give  you  a Journal  with  balanced  coverage,  unless  you,  who  can  write,  provide  him 
with  a quantity  of  material  from  which  to  make  his  selections.  Think  it  over! 

James  Baxter,  foremost  student  of  stamp  manufacturing,  furnished  a very  informa- 
tive article  on  the  pantograph  method  of  engraving,  using  a United  Nations  stamp  as  an 
example.  We  welcome  the  return  to  our  columns  of  Henry  Gates,  specialist  in  Canada. 
Dr.  Harvey’s  basic  studies  continue  to  be  a welcome  contribution.  During  the  period 
covered  by  this  report,  the  by-line  of  Edgar  Lewy,  British  journalist,  appeared  for  the 
first  time.  Lewy  writes  for  several  journals  including  his  “Letter  from  London”  which 
is  published  in  the  Madrid  Filatelico  by  our  fellow  member,  M.  Galvez. 

In  the  Spanish  mode,  we  were  pleased  to  publish  the  initial  offering  by  Alvaro  Bonilla- 
Lara  of  Santiago,  Chile,  member  of  our  Society,  and  well  knowm  for  his  \vritings  which 
appear  from  time  to  time  in  Latin-American  journals.  Currently  he  is  preparing  a 
“long”  article  for  our  Journal.  He  has  suggested  that  it  might  be  desirable  to  publish 
an  occasional  article  in  Spanish  as  well  as  in  English.  We  agree,  but  there  is  the  ques- 
tion of  space;  possibly  we  should  sample  the  idea  by  using  a very  short  piece.  What  do 
you  think?  Obviously,  when  our  membership  reaches  the  point  where  it  will  support  a 
large  Journal^  the  idea  should  be  given  a good  trial. 

In  this  report  we  have  mentioned  a few  experienced  writers,  but  don’t  let  that  dis- 
courage you  even  if  you  haven’t  ever  written  a philatelic  article.  You  have  to  start 
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sometime.  Why  not  now?  We  need  many  types  of  texts:  long  ones  and  short  ones  and 
filler  items.  We  need  variety  in  subject  matter  too.  Try  your  hand  at  it.  You  may 
be  surprised. 

George  W.  Caldwell,  Chairman 

Report  of  tlie  Recmiiting  Cortimittee 

Board  of  Governors,  Essay  Proof  Society: 

During  the  year  the  Board  authorized  a campaign  for  new  members  through  adver- 
tising in  six  Philatelic  publications.  This  trial  campaign  brought  in  six  new  members  at 
a cost  of  $49.20. 

The  Editor  has  stressed  the  point  in  the  Journal  that  each  member  attempt  to 
interest  and  bring  in  one  new  member,  and  we  have  added  a few  members  to  the  rolls  in 
response  to  this  appeal. 

Dr.  Julian  Blanchard  was  given  the  opportunity  of  speaking  before  a group  in  Colum- 
bus, Ohio  several  months  ago.  His  exhibit  and  talk  so  impressed  bis  hearers  that  when 
he  departed  from  that  city  he  brought  back  five  applications.  Such  spreading  of  the 
doctrine  and  the  work  of  the  Society  will  attract  new  blood  and  an  interest  in  tbe 
Society’s  Journal  and  affairs. 

It  is  the  cherished  ambition  of  those,  whose  responsibility  it  is  to  carry  on  the  Society’s 
work,  to  make  it  a self-supporting  institution  and  not  be  dependent  upon  special  contri- 
butions by  its  members.  The  generosity  of  our  contributors  is  because  of  the  satisfac- 
tion they  receive  in  reading  the  Journal  for  they  consider  it  worth  much  more  than  the 
present  membership  dues. 

An  increase  in  the  Society’s  membership  can  be  accomplished.  It  would  help  so 
much  by  each  member  bringing  in  at  least  one  new  member,  thus  enabling  our  member- 
ship roll  to  reach  double  its  present  number. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Thos.  F.  Morris, 
Chairman,  Recruiting  Committee 


Report  of  tlie  Fimsmee  Committee 

Board  of  Directors,  The  Essay  Proof  Society: 

The  operations  of  our  Society  for  the  year  ending  June  1953  were  satisfactory.  The 
income  from  dues,  contributions  and  sales  of  Journals  and  advertising  was  in  excess  of 
the  expense  of  producing  the  four  issues  of  the  Journal.  The  income,  however,  was 
not  sufficient  to  cover  the  Editor’s  expenses  and  this  fund  originally  set  up  for  that  pur- 
pose has  now’  been  reduced  to  $420.00.  This  fund  is  sufficient  to  pay  Editors’  Expenses 
for  another  seven  ynonths  only.  Before  that  time  w’e  must  find  ways  and  means  by  which 
we  can  bolster  this  fund,  either  through  additional  contributions  or  an  appeal  to  our 
members  for  sums  of  money  for  this  worthy  purpose,  as  was  done  a few  years  back. 

Our  standard  of  publication  has  been  set  through  the  early  efforts  of  Dr.  Brazer 
and  Dr.  Blanchard,  and  now  carried  on  under  the  Editorship  of  Prescott  Thorp.  Our 
Journal  is  recognized  here  and  abroad  as  best  in  Philatelic  literature,  and  I doubt  if 
any  member  w’ould  desire  this  prestige  be  lost  because  of  the  Society’s  inability  to  carry 
on  financially.  What  is  needed  are  gifts  of  money;  and  I make  this  appeal  now  trusting 
many  will  heed  the  request  and  do  their  utmost  to  help  those  members  whose  responsibility 
it  is  to  produce  our  Journal  from  which  w’e  exact  much  enjoyment  and  satisfaction. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Thos.  F.  Morris, 
Chairman,  Finance  Committee 
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IReport  of  tlie  Catalogue  Committee 

This  report  covers  Journals  36-39  wherein  we  published  one  page  of  U.  S.  Postal 
Cards  and  10  pages  of  Switzerland.  The  catalog  was  omitted  from  Journal  39  due  to 
the  unfortunate  loss  of  a half-tone  cut  which  came  at  the  beginning  of  that  installment. 
Editor  Thorp  promised  me  he  would  make  up  the  omission  by  increasing  the  instalment 
in  the  following  issue,  when  a new  cut  will  be  available. 

There  is  enough  catalog  set  up  in  type  to  carry  four  Journals^  depending  on  how 
much  Editor  Thorp  uses.  In  addition,  we  have  some  notes  made  by  Dr.  Brazer  which, 
when  set  up,  probably  will  run  to  two  Journals.  These  notes  cover  six  countries. 

In  view  of  the  very  healthy  condition  of  our  catalog  material,  it  is  very  important 
that  the  incoming  president  select  my  successor  in  order  that  he  may  be  trained  and  be 
in  position  to  prepare  copy  in  a leisurely  manner.  When  I accepted  the  appointment — 
under  protest — I agreed  to  complete  the  Swuss  Catalog  in  accordance  with  my  promise 
to  Dr.  Brazer,  but  nothing  more.  I felt  that  my  job  as  Foreign  Editor  together  with 
personal  commitments  would  be  too  heavy  a load;  and  that  is  just  what  has  happened. 

It  is  important  that  my  successor  be  appointed  promptly  in  order  that  he  may  become 
familiar  wuth  the  coding  and  the  details  of  format.  With  these  well  fixed  in  his  mind, 
the  job  will  be  much  more  easily  done. 

George  W.  Caldwell,  Chairman 

Report  of  New  York  Ckapter  No,  1 

The  year  ended  June  30,  1953  was  another  very  interesting  and  successful  one  for 
this  Chapter.  Regular  meetings  were  held  as  usual  on  the  second  Wednesday  of  each 
month  throughout  the  entire  year.  During  the  months  of  July  and  August,  when  the 
Collectors  Club  was  closed.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Brazer  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Esternaux  opened 
their  homes  to  us  for  our  meetings  for  which  a sincere  vote  of  thanks  was  given  them 
by  the  Chapter. 

The  success  of  all  our  meetings  was  due  to  the  time  and  effort  put  in  by  our  very 
capable  chairman,  Mr.  Sol  Altmann,  in  securing  speakers  and  exhibitors.  As  usual.  Dr. 
Brazer  was  present  at  all  our  meetings,  always  prepared  to  step  into  any  “gap”  and 
show  and  talk  about  something  interesting.  In  this  we  were  indeed  very  fortunate. 
Another  member  who  always  came  to  the  meetings  prepared  to  show  something  was  Dr. 
Blanchard.  All  those  who  have  read  his  articles  in  the  Journal  and  elsewhere  will 
know  he  always  has  something  informative  to  show  and  talk  about. 

While  these  meetings  were  well  attended,  if  one  goes  over  the  reports  of  these  in  the 
Journal  and  realizes  the  wealth  of  material  shown  and  the  informative  talks  given,  we 
are  quite  sure  more  members  will  attend  in  tbe  coming  year.  All  members  of  the  Essay 
Proof  Society  are  cordially  invited  to  attend  these  meetings  whenever  they  are  in  New 
York. 

Our  campaign  for  Chapter  members  is  progressing  satisfactorily  (67  to  date).  The 
final  results  will  be  reported  in  tbe  Journal  in  one  of  our  future  reports. 

Kenneth  Minuse,  Secretary 

Report  of  tlie  Secretary  of  tke  Chicago  Chapter 

of  the  Essay  Proof  Society 

The  Chapter  did  not  hold  any  meetings  during  the  past  year.  Individuals  maintained 
their  interest  by  giving  programs,  talks  and  showings  of  essay  proof  material  from  time 
to  time.  Chicago  has  over  30  philatelic  societies,  and  every  day  of  the  week  is  taken  up 
by  meetings  so  that  this  Chapter  could  not  find  suitable  time  for  meetings.  Our  Presi- 
dent, Dr.  C.  W.  Hennan,  is  on  the  mend  again  after  a long  spell  of  illness. 

O.  H.  Schrader,  Secretary 
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Report  of  tlie  Board  Recorder  f or  tlie  Year  1952^1953 

I'he  Recorder  really  has  no  occasion  to  make  a report,  since  his  duties  are  strictly 
those  of  taking  the  minutes  of  the  Board  Meetings  and  of  the  annual  Convention.  These 
are  strictly  routine  tasks.  They  have  been  performed  this  year  with  no  trouble,  no  diffi- 
culty, and  only  such  delays  as  my  own  laziness  in  typing  up  the  notes  into  final  form  may 
have  occasioned. 

As  I still  have  one  more  year  to  serve  as  a Director,  I shall  be  willing  to  take  a 
reappointment  as  Recorder  if  the  President  and  Board  so  desire.  It  is  my  intention  to 
decline  further  service  on  the  Board  of  Directors  after  1954,  however.  No  one  person, 
however  much  he  may  enjoy  holding  philatelic  society  office,  should  stay  continuously  for 
too  many  years  in  any  one  Society’s  “official  family.”  We  have  several  others  who  can 
handle  my  work  as  Recorder — probably  better  than  I do;  so  that  my  vanishing  may  well 
give  chance  for  younger  men  to  commence  service  to  the  Society. 

Stephen  G.  Rich,  Board  Recorder 


E,  F,  S»  Members  Win  Gold  Ciaps 

At  the  Long  Beach,  California,  Stamp  Exhibition  held  during  June,  two  new  members 
of  the  Essay  Proof  Society  won  gold  cups  for  their  exhibits.  In  the  United  States  and 
Possessions  20th  Century  division,  Leo  J.  Sylvor  (EPS  746)  of  New’  York  won  first  place 
among  nine  entries  with  his  two  frames  of  Hardings,  including  all  the  varieties  of  the  die 
proofs  known  of  the  two  cents,  1925  one  and  one-half  cents  and  1930  one  and  one-half 
cents  die  sunk  on  large  card.  And  in  the  miscellaneous  division  at  the  same  show 
R.  J.  PI  ass  (EPS  000)  won  second  place  with  his  two  frames  of  Argentina  1910  and 
Trial  Color  Proofs  of  one  denomination  annotated  with  a short  historical  sketch  of  per- 
sonages and  scenes  depicted  on  the  vignettes.  Mr.  Plass  exhibited  for  his  first  venture 
and  was  thus  encouraged  to  enter  in  the  September  A.  P.  S.  Exhibition  at  Houston. 
— C.  W.  B. 


Society  Official  Besieess 

Meeting  of  Board  of  E)ireetors,  Sept,  19,  1953 

(Old  Board,  final  pre-convention  meeting) 

President  Mandos  called  the  Board  to  order  at  12.07  midday,  Sept.  19,  1953,  at  the  Collectors  Club, 
New  York,  N.  Y.  The  directors  present  were  Messrs.  Blanchard,  Brazer,  Brooks,  Gros,  Higgins,  Mandos, 
Morris,  Rich  and  Wray.  No  proxies  were  on  hand. 

On  roll  call  by  the  Secretary,  a quorum  was  established. 

The  minutes  of  the  Board  meeting  of  May  20th  were  read,  and  on  motion  duly  carried,  accepted. 

The  Secretary  reported  applications  Nos.  775  through  789,  15  in  all.  On  motion  duly  carried,  these 
were  ordered  to  take  the  regular  course,  subject  to  the  usual  time  of  posting  where  still  applicable. 

The  Secretary  reported  the  resignations  of  Messrs.  Nowaski,  Shelton,  Thatcher,  Scofield,  Mitchell, 
Lobinger,  M.  Johnson,  Gunserson,  Dammann,  and  Backer.  On  motion  duly  carried,  these  were  all  accepted 
with  regret. 

The  Secretary  reported  on  the  6 members  not  yet  paid  for  the  year  just  ending,  and  on  which  efforts 
to  secure  dues  and  retain  were  still  in  process.  Four  of  these  were  ordered  removed  from  the  membership 
list,  on  motion  duly  carried;  the  other  two  were  held  for  further  effort  by  particular  Board  members. 

On  motion  duly  carried,  the  Secretary’s  report  was  accepted  with  thanks. 

Treasurer  Gros  reported,  giving  figures  for  the  end  of  the  fiscal  year,  June  30,  1953.  Showing  cash 
in  bank  $2046.22,  with  accounts  receivable  $73.00  and  liabilities  of  only  $158.50,  this  report  was  accepted 
by  acclamation. 

Editor  Thorp  then  made  his  report,  beginning  by  donating  to  the  Society  any  accrued  and  unpaid  com- 
missions as  Advertising  Manager.  He  stated  that  the  journal  ‘‘B.  N.  A.  Topics”  had  requested  permission 
to  reprint  the  recent  article  in  our  Journal  by  Henry  Gates,  and  that  the  permission  had  been  granted. 
On  motion  duly  carried,  this  action  was  approved. 
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Dr.  Brazer  moved,  and  it  was  carried:  That  all  future  requests  to  reprint  articles  from  the  Journal 
shall  be  referred  to  the  Board  of  Directors,  who  will  In  turn  confer  with  the  author  before  approving 
requests ; and  that  reprinting  within  one  year  of  publication  be  deemed  not  desirable. 

Editor  Thorp’s  report  was  accepted  with  thanks,  on  motion  duly  carried. 

Secretary  Higgins  was  instructed  to  send  Mr.  George  Ritter  a letter  of  thanks  for  inviting  us  to  exhibit 
-at  the  recent  stamp  show. 

Bills  to  the  Secretary  for  $1.58  and  to  the  Treasurer  for  $7.00,  for  outlays  on  the  Society’s  business 
were  approved,  on  motion  duly  carried. 

At  1. 1 2 p.  m.  on  motion  duly  carried,  the  Board  adjourned. 


Meeting  of  Board  of  Directors,  Sept,  19,  1953 


President  Mandos  called  the  Board  to  order  at  4.02  p.  m.,  Saturday,  September  19,  1953,  at  the 
■Collectors  Club,  New  York,  N.  Y.  The  directors  present  were  Messrs.  Blanchard,  Brazer,  Brooks,  Gates, 
Gros,  Higgins,  Mandos,  Morris,  Rich  and  Wray. 

On  roll  call  by  the  Secretary,  a quorum  was  established. 

The  minutes  of  the  Old  Board  meeting  of  Sept.  19,  read  from  the  Recorder’s  notes,  were  accepted 
on  motion  duly  carried. 

By  a vote  on  the  nominations  as  a group,  the  Board  elected  the  following  officers  for  the  year  1953-54: 

President:  Henry  Gates;  Vice  Presidents:  First:  Chester  A.  Smeltzer ; Second:  Dr.  Julian  Blanchard; 
Secretary:  Albert  H.  Higgins  (by  acclamation)  ; Treasurer:  Julian  F.  Gros. 

President  Gates  thereupon  was  given  the  chair. 

Under  old  business,  the  need  for  a Member  Directory  was  discussed  and  a motion  duly  carried  that  a 
new  directory  be  printed.  The  Secretary  was  Instructed  to  find  out  if  type  from  the  1950  directory  is  still 
standing,  and  to  give  notice  In  the  Journal  to  members  to  send  in  any  changes  desired  as  to  collecting 
•specialties,  etc. 

The  appointment  of  new  committees  was  postponed  until  the  next  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Directors. 
Whereupon,  on  motion  duly  carried,  the  Board  adjourned  at  4.29  p.  m. 

Stephen  G.  Rich,  Board  Recorder 


Dr.  Julian  Blanchard,  our  Second  Vice  President,  called  the  meeting  of  the  Board  to  order  at  5 :io 
P.  M.,  Wednesday,  October  7,  1953,  at  the  Collectors  Club,  New  York,  N.  Y.  The  Directors  present  were: 
Messrs.  Blanchard,  Wray,  Brazer,  Morris,  Gros,  Brooks  and  Higgins.  Proxies  from  Messrs.  Rich,  Mandos 
.and  Glass  were  reported.  On  roll-call  by  the  Secretary,  a quorum  was  established. 

The  IVIinutes  of  the  Board  meeting  of  September  iq  were  read,  and,  on  motion  duly  carried,  approved. 

Secretary  Higgins  reported  that  letters  of  thanks  had  been  written  to  the  Board  of  Governors  of  the 
Collectors  Club  for  the  use  of  the  meeting  room  and  facilities  of  the  Collectors  Club  for  our  Annual 
Meeting  and  Exhibition,  and  to  Mr.  George  Ritter  for  his  kind  Invitation  for  our  members  to  exhibit  at 
the  59th  Annual  Convention  of  the  S.  P.  A.  (TAMSPA),  recently  held  in  Tampa.  He  also  reported  that 
he  had  written  to  Mr,  J.  W.  Stowell,  Jr.  in  connection  with  the  revision  of  the  List  of  Members,  Officers, 
Committees,  etc. 

Treasurer  Gros  presented  his  report  which  was  accepted  with  thanks. 

A Resolution  was  passed  authorizing  the  Treasurer  to  sign  all  checks  jointly  with  either  the  Presi- 
dent, First  Vice  President,  or  Second  Vice  President,  In  that  order,  in  accordance  with  a General  Resolution, 
copy  of  which  was  filed  with  the  National  City  Bank  of  New  York  and  was  duly  adopted  and  made  a 
part  of  these  Minutes. 

On  Motion  made  by  Dr.  Brazer,  seconded  and  carried,  it  was  ordered  that:  Mr.  Joseph  Mandos  be 
appointed  as  International  Secretary  of  the  Society, 

In  the  absence  of  President  Gates,  Dr,  Blanchard  made  the  following  appointments  of  committees,  the 
first  name  listed  under  each  being  the  Chairman  thereof: 

Auditing:  C.  W.  Brooks,  E.  E,  Elkins,  T,  F.  Morris; 

Awards:  C.  W.  Brazer,  E.  N.  Costales,  J.  Blanchard,  E.  S.  Conger,  Dr.  C.  Hennan,  E.  Perry; 

Catalog:  G.  W.  Caldwell,  H.  J.  Bloch,  E.  N.  Costales,  F.  Jarrett,  C.  A.  Smeltzer,  M.  W.  White; 

Chapters  and  Units:  K.  Minuse,  H.  Coombs,  A.  P.  Bantham,  C.  J.  Gruhl,  J.  A.  Herbert,  R.  W. 
Lyman ; 

Constitution  and  By-Laws:  C.  A.  Smeltzer,  J.  J.  Britt,  C.  W.  Brooks,  \.  Domanski,  Jr.,  A.  E. 
■Guenther ; 

Exhibitions:  G,  B.  Wray,  J.  Glaser,  J.  A,  Herbert,  B,  F.  Jumper; 

Finances:  T.  F.  Morris,  J,  Gros,  H.  F.  Hartwell,  H.  G.  Zervas : 

Library:  S.  Altmann,  E.  P.  Babcock,  R.  S.  Bohn,  E.  N.  Costales,  H.  Herst,  Jr.,  G.  T.  Turner, 
W.  M.  Wylie; 
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Publicity:  H.  Gates,  W.  IM.  Wylie,  F.  Bruns,  Jr.,  V.  G.  Greene,  R.  McP.  Cabeen,  D.  Lidnian, 
Esternaux,  G,  Linn,  C.  A.  Lott,  A.  H.  Higgins ; 

Recruiting:  T,  F.  Morris,  S.  Altmann,  L.  Bilak,  R.  W.  Lyman,  A.  Bonilla-Lara,  L.  G.  Brookman^ 
A.  R.  Fernald,  M.  Galvez,  B.  Harmer,  R.  Lowe,  J.  S.  Rachitoff,  P.  Spalding,  C.  Hahn,  G.  Linn. 

IMr.  C.  IVI.  Jephcott  was  appointed  B.  N.  A.  Editor; 

The  position  of  legal  adviser  was  held  open  for  the  present. 

On  motion  duly  carried,  these  appointments  were  approved  by  the  Board. 

A resolution  was  moved  and  seconded  that  a vote  of  thanks  be  extended  to  Mr.  George  B.  Wray  for  his- 
efficient  services  in  connection  with  the  Annual  Meeting  and  Banquet. 

At  7:15  P.  M.,  on  motion  duly  carried,  the  Board  adjourned. 

Board  Recorder 


Reports  of  Chapter  Meetings 


New  York  Chapter  No.  1 

Sol  Altmann,  Chairman  Kenneth  Minuse,  Secretary 

Meeting  of  June  lo,  1953.  Members  present:  Altmann,  Brazer,  Brooks,  Capossela,  Esternaux,. 
Fernald,  Finkelburg,  Minuse,  Rochlin. 

Mr.  Caposella  showed  various  U.  S.  trial  color  proofs  from  1847  1869,  all  of  which  were  in 

addition  to  the  beautiful  collection  he  showed  at  the  Apr.  8,  1953  meeting  and  were  mounted  on  the  same 
type  of  pages  with  hand  drawn  colored  borders. 

Dr.  Brazer  displayed,  from  his  famous  reference  collection,  two  volumes  of  U.  S.  1861,  1867  and  187a 
essays  and  proofs.  These  volumes  contained  many  original  design  drawings  and  model  essays,  die  essays,  die 
proofs,  trial  color  and  plate  proofs  in  large  blocks.  Many  of  these  can  be  seen  only  in  these  volumes,  but 
all  the  essays  are  illustrated  and  listed  in  the  U.  S.  Essay  Catalogue.  Among  the  unusual  essays  shown  were 
58E-  IOC  impression  for  the  incomplete  die  443;  60E-B  24c  incomplete  frame;  89E  a self  cancelling  patent; 
79E  experimental  grills  in  odd  shape  proofs  showing  traces  of  the  grills  between  the  perfect  rectangles  thus- 
proving  that  the  roller  originally  was  grilled  all  over  and  was  gradually  cut  away  after  it  was  decided  tO' 
grill  only  a small  space  on  each  stamp.  95E-A  5c  with  surface  printing  frame  and  engraved  vignette.  Also 
shown  were  many  of  the  rare  lithographed  experiments,  83E-B  using  the  1861  3c  head  of  Washington.  Of 
the  1870  issue  were  many  unique  die  essays,  which  are  also  illustrated  in  the  U.  S.  Essay  Catalogue. 


Meeting  of  July  8,  1953.  Members  present:  Altmann,  Blanchard,  Dr.  & Mrs.  Brazer,  Esternaux, 
Finkelburg,  Gates,  Gros,  Higgins,  Dr.  Katz,  Minuse,  Peterman,  Rochlin  and  Thorp.  Our  guests  werer 
Mrs.  Altmann,  Mrs.  Esternaux,  Mrs.  Gates,  Miss  Gros  and  Mrs.  Thorp. 

This  meeting  was  held  at  “innerwick”,  the  home  of  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Brazer  in  Flushing,  Long  Island. 
Dr.  Brazer  showed  some  additional  volumes  of  his  reference  collection,  these  were  in  the  same  category  as^ 
those  shown  at  the  June  10,  1953  meeting  at  the  Collector’s  Club,  but  were  of  the  1870-1879  issues. 
Among  the  very  many  interesting  items  shown  were  some  model  essays  and  die  proofs  with  the  frames  cut 
away  to  be  used  for  Departmental  stamps. 

]Mr.  Gros  showed  some  U.  S.  Revenue  essays,  also  some  Albany  Postmaster  essays,  which  he  had  just 
acquired  and  had  not  been  mounted  in  his  albums. 

Mr.  Gates  gave  a very  interesting  and  informative  talk  about  the  Canada  “imperforates”. 

Mr.  Blanchard  showed  a very  interesting  copy  of  Thomas  Macdonalds  sample  book  of  engravings. 
Following  this  refreshments  were  served  and  the  meeting  did  not  break  up  until  almost  midnight. 


Meeting  of  Aug.  12,  1953.  Members  present:  Altmann,  Ascher,  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Brazer,  Esternaux,. 
Finkelburg,  Gros,  and  Minuse.  Our  guests  were  Mrs.  Altmann,  Miss  Gros,  Edith  Fischer  and  our  hostess 
Mrs.  Esternaux. 

This  meeting  was  held  at  the  home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Max  Esternaux  in  Yonkers,  N.  Y.,  who  last 
summer  also  opened  their  beautiful  home  to  us  for  our  August  meeting. 

Mr.  Philip  Rochlin  showed  some  very  interesting  advertising  Post  Cards,  Postal  Slogans  etc.  pertaining 
to  the  early  days  of  the  phonograph. 

Mr,  Julian  Gros  showed  the  presentation  album  made  by  Joseph  R.  Carpenter  of  Philadelphia,  the 
holder  of  the  first  Revenue  contract  for  U.  S.  revenue  stamps.  The  volume  is  of  gold  embossed  tooled 
leather,  with  silver  clasps  and  a silver  presentation  plate  reading; 

Hon,  George  S.  Boutwell 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
United  States  of  America. 

it  is  21"  X 14"  X 4",  has  21  pages  with  proofs  mounted  on  both  sides  of  the  pages.  Each  page  is  of  l/s" 
cardboard  with  gold  edges.  The  volume  weighs  21  pounds.  It  contains  proofs  of  every  revenue  stamp. 
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also  IVIatch  and  IMedicine  stamp  made  prior  to  1874.  iNIany  in  blocks  of  four,  some  in  pairs  and  others  in 
singles.  One  of  the  outstanding  pages  contains  the  $200.00 — $500.00  and  $5000.00  proofs. 

At  the  close  of  the  meeting,  all  present  partook  of  delicious  refreshments  prepared  by  IMrs.  Esternaux. 


Meeting  of  Sept.  8,  1953.  ^Members  present:  Altmann,  Blanchard,  Brazer,  Brooks,  Capossela,  Higgins, 
Minuse,  Morris  and  Rochlin. 

Mr.  Higgins  showed  two  essays  and  a trial  color  block  of  four  of  the  Gold  Coast  1928  King  Geo.  VI 
3d  Ultramarine.  One  essay  in  the  normal  color  and  one  in  Prussian  Blue  and  Brown  without  the 
Christiansborg  Castle.  The  trial  color  block  of  four  was  in  Brown.  These  were  all  by  Harrison  & Sons. 
Mr.  Higgins  also  showed  a medal  struck  for  the  Great  Exhibition  of  1851  showing  Queen  Victoria  and 
the  Prince  Consort.  The  front  of  which  was  done  by  William  Wyon,  who  did  the  Penny  Black,  and  the 
back  done  by  Leonard  Wyon,  who  did  the  first  British  stamped  envelope. 

Dr.  Blanchard  showed  some  more  of  his  interesting  correspondence  to  show  the  changes  in  names  of 
the  various  engraving  companies  leading  up  to  the  consolidation  into  the  American  Bank  Note  Co. 

Mr.  Morris  showed  selections  from  his  1861-1870  essay  and  proof  collection,  some  of  the  high  lights 
of  which  were:  1861  essay  of  the  ic  value  with  coupon  attached,  printed  on  different  papers  and  in  several 
different  colors,  also  blocks  of  twelve  on  starch  surface  paper,  3c  essays,  and  singles,  pairs  and  blocks  of  the 

5c  “August”  issue,  and  the  regular  issue  in  several  values.  Also  shown  were  large  die  proofs  and  a 

block  of  ten  of  the  30c  value,  the  15c  Lincoln  large  die.  Essays  of  Washington  head  (1867),  several 
specimens  of  grill  work  for  the  1869  issue  and  essays  of  the  Liberty  head  in  various  colors  for  the  3c 
value,  (1867).  Of  the  1870  issue  large  blocks  of  ic,  6c,  7c,  loc,  12c  and  15c  were  shown,  also  large 

die  essays  of  the  2c  with  Jackson  head  printed  on  ivory  and  india  papers.  The  Continental  Bank  Note  Co. 

printing  in  blocks  of  four  of  different  values  on  chemical  papers  were  also  shown,  together  with  two  types 
of  National  Bank  Note  Co.,  advertising  cards,  and  last  but  not  least  was  a proof  from  the  plate  used  to 
issue  a special  pass  to  be  used  by  President  Elect  Abraham  Lincoln  on  his  trip  from  Springfield  to  Wash- 
ington in  February  1861. 

Dr.  Brazer  showed  some  more  of  his  great  reference  collection  of  U.  S.  issues  of  1870-1879  of  essays 
and  proofs  of  the  National,  Continental  and  American  Bank  Note  Companies,  from  the  ic  to  the  24c. 
This  collection  is  so  large  and  in  such  detail,  space  here  does  not  permit  a full  description. 


Secretary’s  Report 

By  Albert  H.  Higgins,  Secretary 
70  University  Place,  New  York  3,  N.  Y. 

Members  Admitted 

No. 

774  Cooper,  Lowell,  R.  R.  2,  New  Castle,  Indiana.  (Historical  Premieres.) 

775  Molesworth,  Jack  E.,  102  Beacon  St.,  Boston  16,  Mass.  (U.  S.  and  Confederate  States.) 

776  Shorney,  Clifford  R.,  72  Cumberland  Drive,  Port  Credit,  Ontario,  Canada.  (British  North 

America.) 

777  Cherington,  Dr.  M.  S.,  18  W.  Winter  St.,  Delaware,  Ohio.  (U.  S.  and  Western  Hemisphere — 

Used.) 

778  Lephart,  Charles  H.,  1695  West  3rd  Ave.,  Columbus  12,  Ohio.  (China,  Highway  Post  Offices 

and  Precancels.) 

779  Graham,  Richard  B.,  259  E.  Dominion  Blvd.,  Columbus  14,  Ohio.  (No  specialty  stated.) 

780  Stevens,  Theodore  A.,  1197  Elmwood  Ave.,  Columbus  12,  Ohio.  (U.  S.,  British  North  America 

and  General.) 

781  Deal,  A.  J.  A.,  Geones,  Linford  Road,  Linford,  Essex,  England.  (Great  Britain  College  Stamps, 

Rhodesia,  Sierra  Leone,  Poland.) 

782  Stokes,  James,  254  Conway  St.,  Winnipeg,  Manitoba,  Canada.  (British  North  America  and 

Canada  Revenues.) 

783  Easton,  John,  Solsgirth,  Kirkintilloch,  Dunbartonshire,  Scotland.  (British  Empire.) 

784  Hok,  Chua,  P.  O.  Box  691,  Manila,  Philippines.  (No  specialty  stated.) 

Applications  Received 

785  Gillmore,  Donald  E.,  1435  Parkview  Terrace,  Hillside  5,  N.  J.  (No  specialty  stated.) 

By  W.  C.  Webb. 

786  Freeman,  Harley  L.,  353  South  Atlantic  Ave.,  Ormond  Beach,  Fla.  (Obsolete  Bank  Notes.) 

By  J.  Blanchard. 

787  Keefe,  John  H.,  1421 1 Delaware  Avenue,  Lakewood  7,  Ohio.  (Bank  note  type  engravings.) 

By  J.  Blanchard. 

788  Stewart,  Willard  D.,  535  Teaneck  Road,  Teaneck,  N.  J.  (Used  British  Colonials.)  By  A.  H. 

Higgins. 

789  Lyman,  Robert  W.,  90  Markland  St.,  Hamilton,  Out.,  Canada.  (Classics.)  By  S.  G.  Rich. 
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Change  of  Address 

158  Bolaffi,  Dr.  Dante  S.,  to  c/o  Ditta  A.  Bolaffi,  Turin,  Italy. 

764  Brodie,  Scott,  to  105  Pineda  Avenue,  Pensacola,  Florida. 

682  Caposella,  Fred  L.,  to  15  Rose  Blvd.,  Baldwin,  L.  I.,  N.  Y. 

C-52  Costales,  Eugene  N.,  to  1 1 Kenwood  Court,  Rockville  Center,  L.  I.,  N.  Y. 

756  Embon,  D.  G.,  to  21  Jackson  Ave.,  South  Glens  Falls,  N.  Y. 

743  Gnadinger,  John  F.,  to  12 1 S.  May  St.,  Joliet,  111. 

103  Harmer,  Henry  R.,  to  41  New  Bond  St.,  London,  W.  i,  England. 

630  Hunter,  Dard  Jr.,  to  c/o  The  Henry  F.  du  Pont  Winterthur  Museum,  Winterthur,  Del. 

449  Juhring,  John  C.  to  Lew  Beach,  N.  Y. 

740  Me  Vickar,  David  L.,  M.D.  to  22139  Carbon  Mesa  Road,  Malibu,  California. 

745  Moran,  George  E.,  to  1924  Belmont  Road,  N.  W.,  Washington  9,  D.  C. 

356  Pierce,  Clara  E.,  to  P.  O.  Box  6191,  Cleveland,  Ohio. 

702  Routhier,  Romeo  J.,  to  32  Champagne  Ave.,  Laconia,  N.  H. 

695  Savitzky,  N.  V.,  to  14  Bogardus  Place,  Apt.  4-T,  New  York  34,  N.  Y. 

379  Tarallo,  George,  to  c/o  H.  E.  Harris  & Co.,  108  Massachusetts  Avenue,  Boston  17,  Mass. 

448  Useller,  James  W.,  to  2192  Warren  Road,  Lakewood  7,  Ohio. 

264  Webster,  Towner  K.,  to  Route  3,  Oregon,  Illinois. 


Resignations  Accepted 


441 

Nowaski,  Thomas  J.  726 

Gundersen,  George  A. 

C-31 

Mitchell,  Dr.  W.  I. 

i8s 

Shelton,  Herbert  L.  642 

Johnson,  Malcolm 

693 

Scofield,  Frank  R. 

508 

Bacher,  Dr.  Otto  M.  A.  604 

Lobinger,  James  E. 

1 00 

Thatcher,  Allan  M. 

99 

Dammann,  Pierre 

Memberships  Lapsed 

717 

Brock,  Charles  W.  496 

Stanford,  Eidsel  C. 

289 

Wulfekuhler,  Eugene, 

684 

Boyjian,  Jack 

Enumeration  of  Membership 


Number  reported  in  Journal  No.  39  

Gains  

Losses  

Net  Membership  reported  in  this  Journal  No.  40 
Non-Member  subscribers  to  the  Journal  


Jr. 


394 

II 

14 

391 

8 


Boston  Anctaon 

B*  N»  A® 

Sales 

Monthly  Auctions 

I hold  auctions 

including 

regularly  in  Boston 

and  would 

Essays  & Proofs 

be  glad  to  send 

Catalogs  to 

anv  Collector 

Illustrated  Catalog 

applying  for  them. 

Free  on  Request 

DA.NIEJL  F.  K.ELLEHER 

j/.  71. 

7 (J)  Water  Street,  Boston  9,  Mass. 

59  Wellington  Street  West 

Toronto  1,  Canada 
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Scoft's  1954  U.  S.  Specialized  Catalogue 

The  necessary  annual  for  every  collector  for  U.  S.  stamps.  This  32nd  edition  has  thous- 
ands of  changes  and  additions,  price  changes  and  revisions.  You  can’t  collect  U.  S. 
jintelligently,  or  buy  wisely  without  it!  $3.50  from  your  dealer.  (Out  in  December). 


Essays,  Proofs 

and  other 


Material 


Regularly  Offered 
in  our 

Aectioe  Sales 

Send  For  Free  Catalogues 
HUGH  C.  BARR,  INC. 

38  (J)  Park  Row,  New  York  38,  N.  Y. 


NOTICE 

TO  ALL  A.  P.  S.  MEMBERS 


Our  Journal  — the  same  that 
you  are  now  reading  — is  rated 
throughout  the  philatelic  world  as 
the  finest  of  all  philatelic  publica- 
tions. It  is  an  honor  and  prestige 
that  is  the  envy  of  all  philatelic 
publishers. 

In  order  to  maintain  our  high 
standards  we  are  urgently  in  need 
of  new  members.  Make  a friend 
for  life  by  introducing  your  friend 
to  membership  in  the  E.  P.  S. 

A.  H.  HIGGINS,  Secretary 

70  University  Place,  N.  Y.  3,  N.  Y. 
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E^P  J Boosters 


EZRA  COLE 

Will  Represent  You  at  Auction. 

Further  Details  on  Request. 

NYACK,  NEW  YORK 


SPECIALIZING  IN 

AUCTION  SALES  OF 

FINE  U.  S.  STAMPS  and  COVERS 

BRUCE  C.  DANIELS 

7 WATER  STREET  BOSTON  9,  MASS 


WANTED 

UNITED  STATES  & FOREIGN  STAMPS  & COVERS 

Im,mediate  Cash  for  Worthwhile  Properties. 

JOHN  A.  FOX 

173  Tulip  Av.,  Floral  Park,  L.  I.,  N.  Y. 


Serving  Your  Every  Need 

GIMBELS 

Famous  Stamp  Departments 


STAMPS  WANTED 


in  lots  or  collections  worth  $100.00  or 
more.  Free  appraisals,  top  prices,  prompt 
payments.  Send  description  of  your  offer  to 


H.  E.  HARRIS  & CO.,  Boston  15,  Mass. 


Luxemburg  2-2393 

IRWIN  HEIMAN 

Rare  Stamps,  Auctions  ^ Appraisals 

1 West  46th  Street,  New  York  36,  N.  Y. 

Serving  American  Philately  since  IQ26 


This  little  ad  is  included  with  the 
thought  that  some  EPS  member  might  want 
to  write  for  our  auction  catalogs.  They 
invariably  include  U.  S.  proofs  and  essays. 

HERMAN  HERST,  )R., 

Shrub  Oak,  N.  Y. 


WATCH  OUR  AUCTIONS  FOR 

PROOFS  & ESSAYS 

Also  U.  S.  & Foreign  Stamps 
Illustrated  catalog  issued  every  month,  free 

VAHAN  MOZIAN,  Inc. 

Est.  1901  505  - 5th  AVENUE,  N.  Y.  17,  N.  Y. 


UNITED  STATES 

All  Specialties  Stocked 

ROBERT  A.  SIEGEL 

505  Fifth  Ave.,  New  York  City 


WORLD  HEADQUARTERS 

for 

UNITED  STATES  STAMPED  ENVELOPES 

P.  H.  THORP,  Netcong,  N.  J. 


PHILIP  H.  WARD,  JR. 

1616  Walnut  Street,  Philadelphia  3,  Pa. 

PROOFS — We  have  practically  all  of  the  Colum- 
bian 1893  Commemorative  proofs  in  complete  sheets, 
including  some  in  colors  not  listed.  Catalogue 
around  $40,000.  Are  you  interested? 


WHITE  ACE 

WORLD’S  FINEST  STAMP  ALBUMS 
WRITE  FOR  LITERATURE 

The  Washington  Press 

Newark  2,  New  Jersey 


BOUND  VOLUMES 
of 

Tlie  Essay  Proof  Jonreal 

In  Dark  Red  Cloth  With 
Gold  Lettering 
Each  Volume  Indexed 

Complete  Set,  Volumes  1 to  9,  through 
1952  $72 

Sent  by  Railway  Express,  carry- 
ing charges  collect. 

Make  remittance  payable  to  The 
Essay  Proof  Society  and  send  to  . . . 

ALBERT  H.  HIGGINS,  Secretary 
70  University  Place 
NEW  YORK,  3,  N.  Y. 
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FOR  THE  FIRST  TIM 


A AEW  UNITED  STATES 


AMERICA’S  MOST  POPULAR,  BEST-SELLING  LINE  OF 
STAMP  ALBUMS  MAKE  THOUGHTFUL  GIFTS 
FOR  XMAS  AND  ALL  YEAR  ROUND 


MINKUS  PUBLICATIONS 


America's  Favorite  Stamp  Albums 

Stamp  dealers  and  hobby  shops  that  have  been  carrying  Minkus  stamp  albums  all  report  great 
success  with  this  fast-moving,  up-to-the-minute  line. 


The  Master  Global  Album $15.00 

Acclaimed  by  stamp  dealers  and  stamp  editors  as 
the  finest  single-volume  ever  published,  this  album 
is  now  recognized  as  The  Standard  in  its  field.  1250 
pages,  looseleaf,  with  spaces  for  55.951  stamps  of 
the  world  and  over  24.000  illustrations. 


1952  Master  Global  Supplement $2.50 

*224  pages  *Over  5,200  spaces  for  stamps  *More 
than  3,150  illustrations. 

1953  Master  Global  Supplement $2.50 

*224  pages  *Over  4,700  spaces  for  stamps  *More 
than  3,000  illustrations. 


The  Comprehensive  World-Wide  Album  $7.95 

The  Comprehensive  World  Wide  album  has  spaces 
for  over  30,000  stamps  and  17,000  clear  illustrations. 


world  maps  in  color,  a stamp  identifier,  a guide  for 
the  beginning  collector,  historical  and  geographi- 
cal descriptions  of  each  country. 

The  New  World  Wide  Album 

Loose-Leaf  ....$3.95 
Bound  $2.95 

A fine  album  with  spaces  for  over  15,000  stamps 
and  7,150  clear  illustrations;  world  maps  in  color, 
a stamp  identifier,  a guide  for  the  beginning  col- 
lector, historical  and  geographical  descriptions  of 
each  country. 

My  First  Stamp  Album $1.00 

A sparkling  album  for  young  beginners  with  spaces 
for  over  4,300  stamps,  2.500  illustrations,  world 
maps  in  color,  laminated  washable  cover  in  four 
colors. 


THE  ALL-AMERICAN  STAMP  ALBUM  $3.95.  Here  is  the  outstanding  album  for 
stamps  of  the  United  States.  It’s  up-to-date  with  spaces  from  1847  through  the  Trucking 
industry  Stamp  of  1953.  Included  are  commemorative  stamps,  regular  postage  issues,  air 
mails,  special  delivery.  Confederate  States  and  others.  Interesting  annotations  appear  on 
each  page  describing  the  particular  issue.  Its  fully  illustrated,  loose-leaf  and  annual  supple- 


ments are  available. 


MINKUS  PUBLICATIONS,  Inc. 

116  WEST  32nd  STREET  NEW'  YORK  1,  N.  Y. 
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N THIS  CENTURY 
JTAMP  CATALOG... 

MINKUS  PUBLICATIONS  PRESENTS  WITH  GREAT  PRIDE 

THE  NEW  AMERICAN 

STAMP  CATALOG 

Here  is  the  most  important  new  publication  for  collectors  of 
United  States  Stamps  to  appear  in  many  decades. 

For  years  stamp  collectors,  stamp  dealers,  and  specialists  have 
been  clamoring  for  a new  stamp  catalog.  Jacques  Minkus,  whose 
vision,  foresight  and  great  organizational  ability  enabled  him  to 
establish  stamp  departments  in  the  nation’s  leading  department 
stores  and  publish  America’s  fastest-selling  line  of  stamp  albums, 
has  answered  the  challenge  with  a volume  that  philately  can  be 
proud  of. 

$3.00 

Edited  by  Lester  C.  Brookman 

in  association  with 

Harry  Konwiser,  Prescott  H.  Thorp,  Marion  Hargrove, 
George  TIamsa,  Ben  Blumenthal,  Frank  Wasman 

THIS  REFERENCE  BOOK  FOR  MILLIONS  FEATURES; 

A Complete  Listing  of  United  States  Postage  Stamps  with  Separate  Sections  for: 

Regular  Postal  Issues  Commemorative  Stamps  Air  Mail  Stamps 

Special  Delivery  Stamps  Envelope  Stamps  Revenues 

and  all  other  United  States  Issues 


Realistic  Market  Prices  for: 

Singles  Blocks  Plate  Blocks 

First  Day  Covers  Full  Sheets  Varieties 

interesting  Facts  and  Figures  About  Each  Issue  Prepared  by  Research  Experts. 

Thousands  of  Listings,  Illustrations,  and  Answers  to  Questions  Which  Puzzle  the  Collector 
of  United  States  Issues. 

Make  Stamp  Collecting  a Joy  with  this  indispensable,  up-to-date  volume 
Available  November  20th  at  These  Leading  Stamp  Departments 

MARSHALL  FIELD  & CO.  RICH’S  STAMP  & COIN  DEPT.  KAUFMANN’S  STAMP  AND 

Collector’s  Stamps  and  Coins  Atlanta  2,  Ga.  COIN  DEPT. 

Chicago  90,  111.  Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

CIMBELS  FAMOUS  STAMP  DEPARTMENTS 

33rd  Street  & Broadway  Ninth  at  Market  Streets  West  Wisconsin  Avenue 

New  York  1,  New  York  Philadelphia  5,  Pa.  Milwaukee  3,  Wise. 

Or  At  Your  Favorite  Stamp  Dealer  or  Book  Store 
Dealers  Contact  your  Favorite  Jobber  or  Write  to  Publisher 


1 


MliVKUS  PUBLICATIONS,  Inc. 

116  WEST  :i2nd  STIIEET  NEW  YOlIK  1,  N.  Y. 
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“PAQUEBOT  and 

I 

SHIP  LETTER 

I 

CANCELLATIONS  of 

1 

the  WORLD  1894T951” 

by 

Brigadier  M.  A.  STUDD,  D.S.O.,  M.C. 

The  author,  in  his  preface,  mentions  the  in- 
creasing interest  in  this  type  of  cancellation. 
During  1950-52  he  prepared  a series  of 
articles  on  this  subject  which  was  published 
in  “The  Philatelist  and  Postal  Historian”,  A 
large  number  of  letters  from  readers  who 
were  interested  in  the  publication  brought  to 
light  a great  deal  of  fresh  information.  The 
first  sixty-four  pages  of  the  book  are  taken 
up  with  the  rewriting  of  the  original  articles 
and  this  is  followed  by  addenda  of  additional 
types,  redrawn  illustrations  and  amendments 
to  dates,  in  order  that  specialists  who  were 
working  on  the  original  articles  can  now 
easily  follow  what  new  information  has  come 
to  light.  When  originally  published  there 
were  715  illustrations  and  these  have  now 
been  increased  to  904.  The  volume  is 
packed  tight  with  information,  most  of  it  pre- 
sented in  easily-followed  tabular  form  so  that 
the  maximum  amount  of  information  has  been 
reduced  to  the  minimum  amount  of  space.  A 
series  of  sketches  of  famous  mail  steamers  in 
use  during  the  past  century,  drawn  by  the 
late  C.  E.  Hopcroft,  adds  a nautical  flavour 
to  this  guide  to  a most  popular  form  of  mod- 
ern postal  history. 

84  pp.  Cloth 
PRICE  $3,  POST  FREE 
Published  by 

ROBSON  LOWE  LTD. 

50  PALL  MALL 

LONDON,  S.  W.  I. 

Cables:  “Stamps,  London” 


(jJanbid: 

CANADA  FENCE 
Earge  and  Small 
Cent  Issues 


Available  Selections  of: 
Canada  Mevennes 
and  revenne  proofs 


K.  BILESKI 

Station  B 

WINNIPEG,  CANADA 


Philatelic  Literature 
Bought  and  Sold 

Books 

Magazines 

Catalogues 

Articles  on  Countries 

Inquiries  Invited 

L.  n.  STADT3IILLEII 

137  King  Street  Asheville,  N.  C. 


The  Only  Price  List  of 

Ueited  States  Essays  & Proofs 


And  U.  S. 


Tlie  Gems  of  Pliilately 
Stamps  Overprinted  Specimen,  Sample,  Etc. 


Price  Ten  Cents 

Prices  for  Specimen  Stamps  are  80%  of  Scott’s  U.  S.  Catalogue. 

My  stock  is  now  very  extensive  but  changing.  Nearly  evei’ything  is  now  available. 
I also  have  many  rare  die  essays  and  trial  color  die  i)roofs  that  are  sold  too  quickly 
to  put  on  this  L/ist.  It  is  well  to  let  me  know  what  you  want  at  least  once  a year. 


September  30,  1953 


Prices  of  Essays  & Proofs  are  cheap  when  we  consider  they  have  not  doubled  in  price  as  most  every- 
thing: else.  Proofs  will  probably  go  higher  to  catch  up  with  the  average  value  of  the  “demi-dollar.” 

Since  my  $250,000  stock  was  burglarized  and  cached  in  January,  1951  many  U.  S.  essays  and  proofs 
are  now  scarce  and  more  valuable,  due  to  the  great  depletion  of  the  quantity  available.  There  is  no 
source  of  supply  except  old  collections.  I need  to  buy  fine  collections  to  supply  my  customers  and  to 
replace  stolen  parts  of  my  Reference  Collection.  This  includes  one  variety  and  color  of  everything  that 
exists,  so  that  complete  catalogs  may  be  published,  after  which  the  collections  are  for  sale. 

My  Reference  Collection  of  every  class  and  variety  of  United  States  Essays  & Proofs  is  the  most 
complete  and  extensive  now  in  existence.  For  over  25  years  I have  shared  my  duplicates  and  knowledge 
with  appreciative  friends.  I do  not  send  approvals  unless  requested  by  catalog  number  from  this  list. 
It  is  best  to  write  me  what  you  collect  and  send  your  want  list.  Want  Lists  are  kept  prominent  for  one 

year  and  filled  as  available.  Let  me  help  you!  Please  also  tell  me  the  amount  to  send  at  one  time:. 

Many  collectors  fill  the  album  spaces  of  high  priced  stamps  with  proofs.  Less  than  2500  postage  plate 

proofs  to  1894  were  issued,  and  generally  sold  in  sets.  Of  most  large  die  essays  and  proofs  less  than  six 

are  now  known.  Rare  items  are  hard  to  obtain,  but  I will  try  to  obtain  items  needed  on  want  lists. 
I have  the  largest  stock  in  existence,  but  a supplemental  list  is  desirable. 

All  prices  subject  to  change.  Previous  prices  are  hereby  cancelled.  Satisfaction  guaranteed  or  prompt  refund. 

Terms:  Cash  with  order,  money  order  or  check  payable  in  New  York  funds,  with  the  understanding 
that  anything  is  returnable  within  three  days  for  immediate  refund.  Purchases  paid  within  three  days 
for  several  items  totaling  in  excess  of  $100.00  a 6%  cash  discount,  over  $500.00  a 7%%  cash  discount, 
over  $1000.00  a 10%  cash  discount.  To  those  known  to  me  or  on  usual  references  which  open  an  approval 
account,  selections  to  any  amount  desired  will  be  gladly  sent  on  three  days’  approval.  Budget  accounts 
available  for  items  totaling  over  $50.00  paying  at  least  20%  down  and  20%  monthly. 

These  prices  are  for  very  fine  matched  color  proofs  as  issued.  Scott’s  Catalog  prices  are  only  for 
“fine”  condition.  Brazer  sells  very  fine  quality  plus  knowledge.  Everything  guaranteed  genuine. 

If  I don’t  have  your  wants,  1 may  be  able  to  get  them  for  you.  Try  Me! 

U.  S.  Proofs  Numbers — By  Scott’s  U.  S.  Catalog.  U.  S.  Essay  Numbers — By  Brazer’s  Essay  Catalog. 


U.  S.  Essay  Catalog 
For  Adhesive  Postage  Stamps 


By  Clarence  W.  Brazer,  D.Sc. 

This  is  the  first  and  only  illustrated  U.  S.  ESSAY  CATALOG.  It  is  bound  in  red  cloth,  gold- 
lettered,  and  is  the  same  size  as  Scott’s  Catalog,  to  which  it  is  a companion  volume.  It  contains  236 
pages  and  over  600  large  illustrations,  and  lists  all  known  essays  for  U.  S.  Adhesive  Postage  Stainps  by 
Scott’s  stamp  numbers  for  which  the  essays  were  submitted.  Collectors  may  therefore  ascertain  the 
essays  connected  with  the  stamps  they  collect  and  arrange  them  preceding  the  trial  color  and  normal  color 
proofs  of  the  designs  selected.  The  entire  edition  is  sold  out,  but  I will  try  to  get  it  for  you  at  $12.60. 


The  1847  Issue  Catalo 


Contains  historical  correspondence  preparatory  to  the  stamps,  origin  of  subjects  used  for  vignettes, 
and  my  complete  detail  priced  catalog  of  all  known  proofs  when  available,  includes  1875  Reproductions. 
32  pages,  26  large  illustrations.  Bound  in  buff  cardboard.  Cash  with  order. 

Price  81.00  postpaid.  Add  10c  for  check. 

My  1847  Keference  Collection  practically  complete  as  catalogued  is  now  for  sale. 


1898  Traus^Mississippi  Issue  Cataloj 


Contains  42  handsome  illustrations  5 x inches,  48  pages,  giving  source  of  vignettes,  designers, 
engravers,  die  numbers,  quantities  issued,  etc.  Most  complete  and  exhaustive  catalog  of  this  issue. 
Lists  all  known  single  and  bi-color  essays  and  proofs.  Bound  in  gray  cardboard.  Cash  with  order. 


Price  81.00  postpaid.  Add  10c  for  check. 


Every  Specialized  Collection  Should  Include  Essays  & Proofs 

I want  to  buy  all  kinds  of  United  States  essays  & proofs  — Expert  appraisals  made. 


Clarence  W.  Brazer 

Box  70,  Flushing,  New  York  City,  N.  Y. 
Tel.  Fliiishing  9-2520. 

Buy  With  Confidence  From  The  Authority 


LA  ANY  of  the  finest  proofs  and  essays 
to  come  on  the  market  pass  through 
the  Harmer  Rooke  auction  rooms.  Forth- 
coming sales  will  offer  choice  items  in  this 
field. 

In  building  your  collection,  you  have 
probably  already  discovered  that  Harmer 
Rooke’s  is  a good  hunting  ground.  But  if 
you  haven’t,  just  write  us  today  and  we  will 
be  glad  to  put  your  name  on  the  list  to  re- 
ceive our  auction  catalogues.  There  is  no 
charge. 

If  you  are  interested  in  selling  your  col- 
lection, or  some  of  the  finer  proofs  and 
stamps  from  it,  consult  us  now. 

Harmer,  Rooke  & Co.,  Inc. 

World’s  Leading  Stamp  Auctioneers 

560  Fifth  Avenue,  New  York  36. 


